
  APPROVED 6/27/2016 

 MINUTES 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

 CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

JUNE 13, 2016 – 7:30 PM 

CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBER 

 

The regular meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Massey at 7:30 

p.m. 

 

Council Members Present: Bridges, Bruce, Knol, Lerner, Massey and Rich  

 

Council Members Absent: Steckloff 

 

Others Present: City Manager Boyer, City Clerk Smith, Assistant City Manager Mekjian, 

Directors Gajda, Gardiner, Lasley, Randle and Schnackel, Fire Chief 

Unruh, Police Chief Nebus and City Attorneys Joppich 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Keith Yingling led the pledge of allegiance.    

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION by Bridges, support by Lerner, to approve the agenda as published. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMISSION “TIP OF THE MONTH” 

The following Tip of the Month was read by Youth Liaison to Emergency Preparedness Commission, 

Preston Buszka: 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMISSION 

TIP OF THE MONTH 

JUNE 2016 

 

In June the Farmington Hills Emergency Preparedness Commission is urging all our businesses to have 

an emergency preparedness plan in place for their individual workplaces.  

 

An emergency is any unplanned event that can cause deaths or significant injuries to employees, 

customers, or the public; or that can shut down your business, disrupt operations, cause physical or 

environmental damage, or threaten the facility's financial standing or public image. There are some things 

and events that might be manageable for a large company, and yet constitute a true disaster for a small 

business.  

 

Statistics show that more than 30 to 40 percent of small businesses that close in the wake of a natural 

disaster never reopen.  They either lose their capital or their margins are so thin that they cannot survive 

the loss of cash flow while they repair.  

 

Small and medium size business owners have often invested everything – all their time and resources – 

into making their business work. All the hard work that you put into growing your business could be 

meaningless without effective storm preparedness. Follow these simple steps to be ready: Complete a 

business impact analysis; create and practice an emergency response plan; create a crisis communications 

plan; protect your financial data; and create a business continuity plan. 
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The Emergency Preparedness Commission urges business owners to give appropriate attention to 

protecting their investment. A small investment of time will go a long way toward averting serious 

damage to your business, should an emergency event occur.  

 

As always, the Emergency Preparedness Commission urges all residents to make preparedness a part of 

daily life.  For more information, visit the EPC website, www.FHready.org.  

 

Mayor Massey announced that Preston also serves on the Mayor’s Youth Council and is the Youth 

Liaison to the Emergency Preparedness Commission and has been selected by FEMA to serve on their 

2016 Youth Preparedness Council.  He congratulated Mr. Buszka for being selected. 

 

Mr. Buszka stated that he is honored to represent Farmington Hills and Region V on the FEMA 

Emergency Preparedness Council. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF MISS FARMINGTON CONTESTANTS 

Sidney Schrand, Miss Farmington 2015, thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing her to serve as their 

ambassador for the past year.  She stated that 4 of the 6 contestants were present to introduce themselves.  

She acknowledged contestants Emily Brewer and Sydney Hoffmeyer who were not present.  The 

following contestants introduced themselves and noted their sponsor and charity: 

  

 Sarah Cooper - Heeney Sundquist Funeral Home, Sponsor and Neighborhood House, Charity 

 Josie Edwards – Farmington SAFE, Sponsor and Charity 

 Grace Murphy – Greater Farmington Area Chamber of Commerce, Sponsor and Darling Divas  

     and Hugs for the Homeless, Charities 

 Katelyn Brewer – Roxanne Fitzpatrick, Sponsor and The Foster Closet, Charity 

 

Josie Edwards presented a check to Mayor Massey for a fundraiser held at Leo’s Coney Island for 

Farmington SAFE. 

 

Miss Schrand responded that the Miss Farmington Pageant will be held on Wednesday, July 13
th
 at the 

Civic Center. 

 

PRESENTATION BY COUNTY COMMISSIONER: 

Mayor Massey invited County Commissioner Gershenson to provide an update to City Council.   

 

County Commissioner Gershenson mentioned the following: 

 The County has a $200 million surplus in a bi-partisan fund for local roads for which 

communities can apply and brought an application and information to provide to the City 

Manager.  

 A community discussion being held on the future of public transportation at the Costick Center 

on June 20
th
 from 6:30 to 8:30pm.  This issue will be on the ballot in November, 2016.   

 The Oakland County Community Mental Health Authority assists over 25,000 Oakland County 

citizens and manages over 300 service sites and every year they submit a survey to the public on 

services to determine what services have or have not worked for citizens and other services 

wanted.  She encouraged people to visit the Oakland County Community Mental Health website 

to complete this survey. 

 Acknowledged County Commissioner Bill Dwyer with whom she Chairs a gun safety group and 

spearheaded a gun safety lock give-a-way.  A video can be viewed at www.lockitupoakland.com   

She also acknowledged Police Chief in his efforts to support gun safety. 

 

http://www.fhready.org/
http://www.lockitupoakland.com/
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PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS FOR POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

Police Chief Nebus and Fire Chief Unruh presented the Police Department and Fire Department Annual 

reports.   

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Knol inquired if there is more the City could be doing about the increase in drug use in 

the County and the City.  Police Chief Nebus responded that the drug problem is across the country and 

the increase in heroine usage is due to the availability and cheap price of the drug at this time.  He stated 

that there is legislation being discussed with regard to monitoring prescriptions more closely but 

education such as the Drugs 101 Program mentioned helps families to be more aware. 

 

Discussion was held on the retention of Paid On Call (POC) Firefighters.  Fire Chief Unruh mentioned 

that he has formed a committee with regard to retaining POC and a survey has been sent to current POC 

to gain some feedback.  He added that exit interviews are also being conducted to see how the City may 

be able to better retain the POC.  Chief Unruh stated that the high run volume for the City is a negative as 

that is often too much of a commitment for POC. 

 

Councilmember Lerner stated that Council was invited to a training burn and felt that was a great 

experience and gave Council a better understanding of the responsibilities of the Fire Department and 

firefighters.  Councilmember Rich concurred and added that the Police Department has also allowed 

Council to do ride-a-longs that this has helped Council to have a better appreciation for both departments. 

 

Mayor and City Council thanked both departments for their hard work and dedication to the community. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Councilmember Bridges acknowledged a letter from Robert Wilson expressing some concerns with 

regard to a proposed development between Halsted Road and Goldsmith Street. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

Robert Briolat, El Marco Drive, expressed concern with dumping taking place in the commons area of his 

subdivision.   

 

City Manager Boyer directed him to Director Gardiner who was present at the meeting to address his 

concerns. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER’S COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The following comments and announcements were made: 

 Expression of condolences for the tragedy shooting in Orlando, Florida 

 Congratulations to the senior graduating classes  

 Farmington SAFE Fundraiser being held June 15
th
 from 5-9pm at Grand Tavern 
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CITY MANAGER UPDATE 

City Manager Boyer mentioned the following: 

 Relay for Life Fundraising event was a huge success raising the most money ever this year.  He 

thanked Leslie Amato and other staff members for their hard work on this event. 

 Taste of Two Cities event is being held Tuesday, June 14
th
 from 6-9pm 

 Various road projects are underway - he thanked the residents for their patience during construction 

and cautioned people to watch out for workers in the roadways. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF THE 2016/17 FISCAL YEAR 

BUDGET RESOLUTION AND 2016 PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATES. CMR 6-16-57 

Mayor Massey explained that the budget process starts in January each year by Departments followed by 

various study session meetings held with Council to review the budget line by line prior to holding the public 

hearing this evening. 

 

Finance Director Dave Gajda presented the proposed budget. 

 

Mayor Massey opened the public hearing.  There being no comments, the public hearing was closed. 

 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Bruce, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves the Budget Resolution adopting the FY 2016/17 City Budget and 2016 City Property 

Tax Millage Rates. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR THE COSTICK 

CENTER LOT C REHABILITATION PROJECT TO NAGLE PAVING COMPANY IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $464,263.90. CMR 6-16-66 

Director Ellen Schnackel mentioned that the Costick Center has over 500,000 visitors each year and 

explained that Lot C, which is the parking area for the senior division, has deteriorated since its original 

construction in 1994.  She noted that funding was included in the 15/16 Capital Improvement Program 

budget and has been carried over to the 16/17 CIP budget to complete this project.  The project would 

start in late August with completion anticipated in November, 2016. 

 

MOTION by Rich, support by Knol, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the Costick Center Lot C Rehabilitation Project be awarded to the lowest competent bidder, 

Nagle Paving Company, in the amount of $464,263.90; and authorizes the City Manager and City 

Clerk to execute the contract on behalf of the City. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF THE RENEWAL OF THE INTERLOCAL 

AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF FARMINGTON FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

SERVICES. CMR 6-16-58 

Director Michael Lasley explained that the City took over responsibility of IT Services for the City of 

Farmington over 3 years ago at which time they entered into an agreement.  Before Council this evening 

is a proposed renewal of that agreement that includes a rate increase as well as an option for Farmington 

to contract for GIS services with the City. 

Director Lasley presented Council with a chart of direct costs involved for the City and stated that 

Council has questioned in the past the value to the City and if this is a fair agreement.  He explained that 

the original agreement was entered into due to the call by the Governor for collaboration between 

communities in order to be eligible for EVIP funding and he feels that overall this is a fair agreement for 

both parties involved. 

 

Councilmember Lerner stated that he has heard that Farmington is thrilled with the services provided and 

it is his understanding that the EVIP funding is gone.  He questioned if the GIS services would be 

provided at an additional cost.   

 

Mr. Lasley confirmed that EVIP funding and that initiative is gone.  He stated that GIS is identified in the 

agreement as an option that would be provided at an additional cost. 

 

MOTION by Bridges, support by Lerner, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to enter into the Interlocal Agreement with the City of Farmington 

for Information Technology Services from April 1, 2016 through March 31, 2021. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH WATER RATES 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016/2017. CMR 6-16-59 

Assistant Director of Public Services Karen Mondora reviewed the proposed water and sewer rates for 

Farmington Hills. 

 

MOTION by Bruce, support by Bridges, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby adopts 

the Resolution establishing the water rates for fiscal year 2016/17. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 
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CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH SEWER RATES 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016/2017. CMR 6-16-60 

 

MOTION by Knol, support by Bridges, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby adopts 

the Resolution establishing the sewer rates for fiscal year 2016/17. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT FOR JILLIAN ADOLF 

UNDER SECTION 10.01A OF THE CITY CODE. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Code for Jillian Adolf as a 

Lifeguard in the Special Services Department. Jillian Adolf is the daughter of LeeAnn Adolf, who 

works with Meals on Wheels in the Special Services Department. 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT FOR PARKER 

BELMORE UNDER SECTION 10.01A OF THE CITY CODE. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Code for Parker Belmore as a Swim 

Leader in the Special Services Department.  Parker Belmore is the sister of Claire Belmore, who 

is a Lifeguard in the Special Services Department. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT FOR JOSHUA DIEHR 

UNDER SECTION 10.01A OF THE CITY CODE. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Code for Joshua Diehr as a Camp 

Aide in the Special Services Department.  Joshua Diehr is the son of Kimberly Diehr, who is a 

Special Events Aide in the Special Services Department. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT FOR DALTON KORCZYK 

UNDER SECTION 10.01A OF THE CITY CODE. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Code for Dalton Korczyk as a 

Camp Aide in the Special Services Department. Dalton Korczyk is the brother of Jacob Korczyk, 

possible Camp Aide in the Special Services Department. 
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Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT FOR JACOB KORCZYK 

UNDER SECTION 10.01A OF THE CITY CODE. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Code for Jacob Korczyk as a Camp 

Aide in the Special Services Department. Jacob Korczyk is the brother of Dalton Korczyk, 

possible Camp Aide in the Special Services Department. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT FOR SHELLY ZINK 

UNDER SECTION 10.01A OF THE CITY CODE. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Code for Shelly Zink as a Part-time 

Account Clerk I in the Treasury Division of the Finance Department. Shelly Zink is the mother of 

Charles Zink, who is a Lifeguard in the Special Services Department. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR MOTOR CITY HARLEY 

DAVIDSON TO HOLD A SPECIAL EVENT JUNE 18-20, 2016. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, , that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves a Special Event Permit for Motor City Harley Davidson located at 34900 Grand River 

Avenue, Farmington Hills, to hold a special event June 18
th
, 19

th
, and 20

th
 
 
from 10am -7pm, 

subject to the following conditions: 

 The 40’ x 80’ tent will house 60-70 motorcycles 

 All cash sales will take place inside the dealership 

 There is ample parking for attendees of the event 

 The location will be free of obstacles that would inhibit emergency police and fire 

response 
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 There will be a band on site with a small speaker system from 1pm-4pm on Saturday of 

the event 

 The applicant has hired R.P.S. Security Inc. to provide after-hours security from 

10:00pm to 8:00am 

 The applicant has requested no police assistance for this event 

 

 

 The Fire Department has no objection to the approval of this event contingent upon 

compliance with the letter dated 3/21/16 from the Fire Department 

 Any electrical use is limited to the previously approved exterior outlets 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF PURCHASE FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF 

OVERHEAD ACCESS DOORS AT THE DPW FACILITY TO OVERHEAD DOOR WEST IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $51,280.00. CMR 6-16-61 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager and City Clerk to approve a purchase order to Overhead Door West 

in the amount of $51,280.00 for the purchase and installation of four (4) overhead doors and four 

(4) access doors at the DPW Facility.   

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR AMBULANCE STRETCHERS AND 

RELATED TRAINING TO FERNO WASHINGTON IN THE AMOUNT OF $24,778.49.  CMR 6-16-

62 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to issue a purchase order for ambulance stretchers and related 

training to Ferno Washington in the amount of $24,778.49. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 
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RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF PURCHASE OF A ROBOTIC SEWER INSPECTION 

CAMERA AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT TO MTECH COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$99,502.00. CMR 6-16-63 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to approve a purchase order with MTech Company of Cleveland, 

Ohio, in the amount of $99,502.00 for the purchase of a CUES Model OZ11 Robotic Sewer 

Inspection Camera and its associated equipment. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF ALARM INFORMATION TRACKING 

SOFTWARE AND SERVICES TO ENABLE POINT SOFTWARE IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$22,880.00. CMR 6-16-64 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to issue a purchase order to Enable Point Software for Alarm 

Information Tracking Software and services in the amount of $22,880.00. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR THREE (3) POLYETHYLENE 

STORAGE TANKS TO AGRO-CHEM EAST IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,370.00. CMR 6-16-65 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to approve a purchase order with Agro-Chem East of Wilmington, 

Ohio, in the amount of $10,370.00 for the purchase of three (3) Polyethylene Storage Tanks for 

winter maintenance. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MEETING 

MINUTES OF MAY 23, 2016. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the study session meeting minutes of May 23, 2016 as submitted. 
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Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF 

MAY 23, 2016. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

the regular meeting minutes of May 23, 2016 as submitted. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BRIDGES, BRUCE, KNOL, LERNER, MASSEY AND RICH  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: STECKLOFF 

Abstentions: NONE  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF ENTERING INTO AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE REGULAR MEETING TO DISCUSS PENDING 

LITIGATION AND ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED INFORMATION FROM THE CITY 

ATTORNEY. 

MOTION by Lerner, support by Rich, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby approves 

entering into an executive session immediately following the regular meeting to discuss pending 

litigation and attorney-client privileged information from the City Attorney. 

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:   
The City Attorney’s report was received by Council and there were no questions. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   
There being no further business, Mayor Massey adjourned the regular City Council meeting at 9:00pm. 

         

        Respectfully submitted, 

         
        Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 

 


