
AGENDA  

CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION 

AUGUST 28, 2023 - 5:30PM 

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM 

31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 

Telephone: 248-871-2410     Website: www.fhgov.com 

1. Call Study Session to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Discussion of The Hawk Innovation Center and Structure of Management

4. Adjourn Study Session

Respectfully submitted, 

Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 

Reviewed by: 

Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

NOTE: Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 248-871-2410 

at least two (2) business days prior to the meeting, wherein necessary 

arrangements/accommodations will be made.  Thank you. 

http://www.fhgov.com/


    

31555 West Eleven Mile Road • Farmington Hills MI 48336 • 248.871-2410 Phone • 248.871.2411 Fax 

OFFICE OF CITY MANAGER 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

FROM:  Cristia Brockway, Economic Development Director 

TO:   Farmington Hills City Council 

CC:   Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

DATE:  August 28, 2023 

SUBJECT: Economic Development Corporation (EDC) Incubator Historical 

Timeline and Option to Operate 

 

This evening’s study session is focused on the business incubator located at The Hawk.  

The following is a historical summary of the City’s and EDC’s efforts to date in creating, 

and ultimately attracting, the City’s first participant in the incubator program. City 

Administration is requesting input and direction from members of City Council on the 

operation and management of the Incubator.  We offer the following information: 

 

• The City Council first addressed the support of the business incubator at its 

January 12, 2019, Goals Session.  

 

• On February 10, 2020, City Council approved the award of bid for Phase I of a 

Business Incubator Market Feasibility Study which was originally awarded to 

market research company, Place Dynamics.  

 

• Lew Cantor, Vice Chair of the EDC, and Michael Stumpf, Place Dynamics 

consultant, approached City Council during a Study Session on April 12, 2021, to 

present the results of Phase I and seek City Council support for the incubator.  

 

• Phase II of the incubator study was awarded to Public Sector Consultants on 

August 23, 2021.  

 

• City Council again, spoke in favor of the incubator during the City Council Goals 

Study Session on January 22, 2022. 

 

• Public Sector Consultants finalized the Phase II feasibility study for the lab spaces 

on the third floor of The Hawk which indicated that an incubator within the wet 

lab industry was in demand. This study included market research, a business plan, 

and pro forma for the incubator project. The Phase II Study was presented to City 

Council on May 23, 2022.  

 

• Through Consent Agenda on June 13, 2022, City Council approved a resolution 

“Regarding the Potential Establishment of an Innovation and Economic 

Development Incubator at The Hawk Hatchery”. On July 25, 2022, and August 4, 

2022, the EDC held subcommittee meetings, and one regular meeting on August 



10, 2022, where the EDC members discussed the options of managing the 

incubator space on the third floor of The Hawk. Options deliberated included: a 

not-for-profit, the EDC, a university partner, private entity, healthcare partner, or 

the City.  

 

• On August 15, 2022, the EDC received City Council approval for the buildout of 

one lab on the third floor of The Hawk for an Innovation and Economic 

Development Incubator. Meeting material provided to City Council included 

information regarding the EDC’s interest in creating a not-for-profit 501(c)3 as an 

option to operate and manage the incubator.  During this time, potential SBIR 

grant recipients were informed of the incubator space which accelerated the 

project timeline as there were now potential occupants. 

 

• On June 12, 2023, representatives of the EDC presented to City Council an update 

on the incubator space and the plans to operate it under an EDC created, not-for-

profit called The Hawk Hatchery, Inc. Also, that evening, City Council approved 

a Use and Participation Agreement between the City and the first incubator 

participant, Comprehensive GI (CGI).  The City Managers Report included details 

explaining that the City’s responsibilities under this agreement would transfer to 

the Hawk Hatchery, Inc (HHI)., once a concession agreement between the City 

and HHI was approved by City Council.    

 

Representatives of the EDC will be in attendance to discuss and provide additional input 

on the history of the incubator as well as their desire to utilize the nonprofit 501(c)3, The 

Hawk Hatchery, Inc (HHI). to manage the operations at the Hawk Innovation Center. 
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REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL
June 12, 2023 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF AGREEMENT FOR PARTICIPATION AND USE 
OF SPACE IN THE HATCHERY BUSINESS INCUBATOR

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY

At its August 15, 2022 meeting, the Farmington Hills City Council approved a resolution
endorsing the buildout and providing the necessary equipment for the establishment of one
(1) laboratory on the third floor of the Hawk and also earmarked funds for maintenance and
future building needs of the Innovation Center.

Staff has worked very closely with the EDC throughout this entire process and together,
significant progress has been made on the Incubator on the third floor of The Hawk, now
known as The Hatchery.

The Hatchery is currently planned to be organized as follows: The City owns The Hawk
facility. Individual members of the EDC have established a separate nonprofit called “The
Hawk Hatchery, Inc.”, which will enter into a Concession Agreement with the City (similar
to other currently existing Concession Agreements with SOAR and HSE Sports at The
Hawk) for purposes of operating and managing the Incubator in a designated portion of the
3rd Floor of The Hawk on behalf of the City. Under that Concession Agreement with the
City, the Executive Director (E.D.) of The Hawk Hatchery, Inc. will perform the day-to-day
operations of the Incubator for the City. The nonprofit is in the process of finding an E.D. to
serve in this capacity. The Concession Agreement with the Hawk Hatchery, Inc., and all its
details, will come to City Council for approval in the near future.

Comprehensive GI Solutions, PLLC is a company that indicates it is ready to participate in
and use the Incubator right now. As such, the Agreement for Participation and Use of Space
in The Hatchery business incubator presented to Council this evening will be an interim
arrangement, with provisions to merge into and under the management of the Incubator by
The Hawk Hatchery, Inc. in the future. Until that time, the City will directly provide for the
management and operation of the Incubator under this Agreement.

The Agreement allows this company to use an approximately 1,000 sq. ft. lab space area on
the 3rd Floor of The Hawk (formerly part of lab classroom #347) for an initial term ending on
December 31, 2024, with up to five one-year extensions that may be administratively
approved under the Agreement. The company will pay $1,950.00/mo., plus real and personal
property taxes, for the initial term, plus an additional $65.00/mo. for any extended terms. The
company has indicated that it is ready to commence its use immediately.

The City Attorney and Staff have prepared the Agreement for Council consideration.
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RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that City Council approve the Agreement for Participation and Use of Space in 
The Hatchery Business Incubator and authorize the City Manager to execute said Agreement on 
behalf of the City, subject to City Attorney and City Manager approval of necessary adjustments, if 
any, to the contract language to finalize its terms with the Incubator Participant company.

Prepared by: Gary Mekjian, City Manager
Reviewed by: Cristia Brockway, Economic Development Director
Approved by: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 



AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

AUGUST 28, 2023 – 7:30PM 

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 

Telephone: 248-871-2410     Website:  www.fhgov.com 

Cable TV:  Spectrum – Channel 203; AT&T – Channel 99 

YouTube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/user/FHChannel8 

REQUESTS TO SPEAK:  Anyone requesting to speak before Council on any agenda item other than an 

advertised public hearing issue must complete and turn in to the City Clerk a blue, Public Participation Registration 

Form (located in the wall rack by the south door entering the council chambers). 

REGULAR SESSION MEETING BEGINS AT 7:30P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

STUDY SESSION (5:30 P.M. Community Room – See Separate Agenda) 

REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

CALL REGULAR SESSION MEETING TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

1. Approval of regular session meeting agenda

2. Emergency Preparedness Commission Tip of the Month

CORRESPONDENCE 

CONSENT AGENDA - (See Items No. 6 - 9) 

All items listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine, administrative, or non-controversial by the City 

Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items, unless a 

Council Member or citizen so requests, in which event the items may be removed from the Consent Agenda for 

consideration.    

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

Limited to five (5) minutes for any item of City business not on the agenda. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CITY MANAGER UPDATE 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

3. Public hearing and consideration of amendment to Planned Unit Development Plan 5, 1993 dated May 13, 2023 
located at 36455 and 36555 Corporate Drive.

4. Public hearing and consideration of the INTRODUCTION of an ordinance amending the Farmington Hills 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 2, “Definitions,” in order to add a definition of “Shipping 
Container” and amend the definition of “Building,” and to amend Article 5, “Site Standards,” Section 34-5.1, 
“Accessory Buildings and Structures,” to include a new Subsection 34-5.1.1.H addressing vehicles, commercial 
vehicles, recreational equipment, trailers, storage pods, and shipping containers and similar off-site-built 
enclosures that are used as an accessory building or use (Zoning Text Amendment 2, 2023).

http://www.fhgov.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/FHChannel8


CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

AUGUST 28, 2023 Page 2 

5. Public hearing and consideration of the INTRODUCTION of an ordinance amending the Farmington Hills 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 2.0, Section 2.2, “Definitions,” to amend the definition of 
“Motel” (Zoning Text Amendment 3, 2023).

CONSENT AGENDA: 

6. Recommended approval of award of bid for miscellaneous tables and dollies for Special Services to Quality 
Restaurant & Equipment Masters in the amount of $15,374.10. CMR 8-23-103

7. Recommended approval of requests for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Charter for three Paid-

On-Call Firefighters/Recruits.

8. Recommended approval of City Council special session meeting minutes of August 8, 2023.

9. Recommended approval of City Council regular session meeting minutes of August 14, 2023.

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

ADJOURNMENT 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 

Reviewed by: 

Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

NOTE: Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 248-871-2410 at least two (2) business 

days prior to the meeting, wherein necessary arrangements/ accommodations will be made.   



 

 
Inter-Office Correspondence 
 
DATE: August 28, 2023 
 
TO: Gary Mekjian, City Manager   
 
FROM: Charmaine Kettler-Schmult, Director of Planning and Community  
 Development  
 
SUBJECT: Amend Planned Unit Development (“PUD”) 5, 1993 (Signs) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant:  Farmington Hills Corporate Investors, LLC 
 
Owner:  Farmington Hills V Corporate Investors, LLC 
 
Sidwell:  22-23-17-127-001 
 
Zoning: OS-4, Office Research District (within PUD 5, 1993) 
 
Master Plan:  Large Office 
 
Location: 36455 and 36555 Corporate Drive  
 
Description:  
 
The applicant has submitted for City Council consideration a proposed amendment to PUD Plan 5, 1993, 
to permit new wall and monument signage for the Comerica Bank building at 36455 and 36555 Corporate 
Drive, which was formerly two (2) separate buildings prior to a connector being constructed. Because 
signage allowance is covered in the PUD agreement, such agreement must be amended in order to permit 
additional signage. The application proposes: 
 

• Four (4) 97.2-square foot wall signs on the building; one (1) on the north side, and three (3) on the 
south side. 

• Three (3) freestanding signs; two (2) six (6)-foot-tall, thirty-two (32)-square foot signs along 
Corporate Drive, and one (1) south of the building along I-696 at 25.75 feet in height, and 31.84 
square feet in area.  

 
Please see Giffels Webster’s review attached for a review of the plans and accounting of the deviations 
from the Zoning Ordinance sought. 
 
 
 
 



Procedural Background:  
  

• June 15, 2023 –  Planning Commission unanimously passes motion setting item for public  
Hearing (minutes) 

• July 20, 2023 –   Following a public hearing, Planning Commission unanimously passes  
motion recommending to City Council that the amendment to the PUD be 
adopted (minutes)  

 
Summary of Zoning Deviations Sought: 
 

• Permit three (3) wall signs on the south façade of the existing building at 36455 and 36555 
Corporate Drive where two (2) wall signs per façade are the maximum number permitted.  

• Permit two-hundred-and-ninety-one (291) square feet of wall signage on the south façade of the 
existing building at 36455 and 36555 Corporate Drive where one-hundred (100) square feet is the 
maximum area permitted for wall signage. 

• Permit one (1) 25.75-foot-tall monument sign south of the existing building at 36455 and 36555 
Corporate Drive along I-696 where six (6) feet is the maximum height permitted for monument 
signage.  

 
Possible Council Actions: 
 
Suggested Resolution for Approval: 
 
If City Council elects to approve the amendment to PUD Plan 5, 1993, dated May 13, 2023, the following 
motion is offered: 
 
Resolve that the application for approval of an amendment to PUD Plan 5, 1993, dated May 13, 2023, is 
granted.  
 
And further resolve that the City Attorney prepare the appropriate PUD agreement stipulating the final 
PUD approval conditions and authorizing the identified zoning deviations for City Council consideration 
and final approval. 
 
Suggested Resolution for Denial: 
 
If the City Council elects to deny the amendment to PUD Plan 5, 1993, dated May 13, 2023, the following 
motion is offered: 
 
Resolve that the application for approval of an amendment to PUD Plan 5, 1993, dated May 13, 2023, is 
denied, because it does not meet all provisions set forth in Section 34-3.20 of the Zoning Ordinance and 
the proposed development will adversely affect the public health, welfare, and safety for the following 
reasons: [Indicate reasons the PUD does not meet the requirements of Section 34-3.20 and/or will have 
the adverse effect described above.] 
 
 
Department Authorization by:  Charmaine Kettler-Schmult, Director of Planning and Community  
    Development 
Prepared by:     Erik Perdonik, City Planner 
 
 



Attachments: 
• Amendment to PUD 5, 1993, dated May 10, 2023 
• Giffels Webster’s review, dated June 8, 2023 
• June 15, 2023, Planning Commission meeting minutes 
• July 20, 2023, Planning Commission meeting minutes 
• Public Notice 

































 
 

 28 W. Adams, Suite 1200  |  Detroit, Michigan  48226  |  (313) 962-4442   
www.GiffelsWebster.com 

June 8, 2023 
Revised 6/15/2023 
Farmington Hills Planning Commission 
31555 W 11 Mile Rd 
Farmington Hills, MI 48336 
 

PUD Amendment 
 
Case:   PUD 5, 1993 
Site:    36455 & 36555 Corporate Drive 
Applicant:  Farmington Hills Corporate Investors, LLC 
Plan Date:  5/10/2023 
Zoning:   OS-4 w/ PUD 
 
We have completed a review of the application for PUD amendment referenced above and a summary 
of our findings is below. Items in bold require specific action by the Applicant.  Items in italics can be 
addressed administratively.   
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS  
 
Existing Conditions 
 
1. Zoning. The site is zoned OS-4 and is part of PUD 5, 1993.  

2. Existing site.  The portion of the overall PUD being considered here is 26.06 acres and is developed 
with a v-shaped office building (formerly two buildings).    

3. Adjacent Properties.  

Direction Zoning Land Use 
North (across 12 Mile) OS-4 w/ PUD Office 
East  OS-4 w/ PUD Office under development 
South I-696, RA-1A beyond I-696, single family beyond 
West OS-4 w/ PUD Office 

4. Site configuration and access.  The site is accessed from Corporate Drive.  

 
PUD Amendment: 

 
The applicant proposes to amend the PUD to permit new, more extensive signage for the new Comerica 
office on the subject site.  
 
Per Section 34-3.20.5.G, “Proposed amendments or changes to an approved PUD plan shall be 
submitted to the planning commission. The planning commission shall determine whether the proposed 
modification is of such minor nature as not to violate the area and density requirements or to affect the 
overall character of the plan, and in such event may approve or deny the proposed amendment. If the 
planning commission determines the proposed amendment is material in nature, the amendment shall 
be reviewed by the planning commission and city council in accordance with the provisions and 
procedures of this section as they relate to final approval of the Planned Unit Development.” 
 
As the planning commission considers whether the amendment constitutes a minor or major 
amendment to the PUD, it should consider that the proposed signage requires an amendment to the 
PUD agreement.  
 
If the PC makes a determination that this is a major amendment to the PUD, a public hearing would 
need to be set on the PUD amendment. 
 
Sign Plan and Existing, Approved PUD Language: 
 
1. Existing Sign Language in PUD Agreement. The current agreement addresses signage in item 13 as 

follows (per the first amendment to the agreement):  

“Six (6) freestanding signs shall be permitted; one (1) at each of four (4) vehicular entrances to the 
site (as shown on the Planned Unit Development plan) and one (1) oriented toward the I-696 freeway, 
and one (1) along 12 Mile just east of Investment Drive as shown on the amended site plan. The 
requirements of the B-2 zoning district on February 28, 2022, as to area and height shall apply to the 
sign located on the Amended Property and the requirements of the OS-4 district as to area and height 
shall apply to the signs located on the remaining property. Signs limited to providing directions or 
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instructions for vehicular or pedestrian traffic shall be permitted a set forth in the Zoning Ordinance 
except that four (4) such signs may be placed within the campus and shall be no larger than seventy 
(70) square feet in area and no higher than 10 feet. The four (4) signs shall be located at the four (4) 
intersections of the entrance roads with the interior private roads with the interior private roads of 
the site.” 

2. Comerica Proposed Wall Signs. 

A. Wall Signs. The applicant proposes four wall signs, one on the north side, and three on the south 
side. Per Section 5.5.3.B.i, a 100 square foot sign is permitted on each street-facing façade, or one 
on the north side, and one on the north side. Recall that the two buildings originally occupying 
this site have been joined into one building by an addition. Therefore, the sign allowance is one 
sign on the north side and one on the south side, where one on the north side and three on the 
south side are proposed. All four wall signs are 97.2 square feet; the maximum permitted size is 
therefore exceeded on the south side. 

B. Freestanding Signs. The applicant proposes three freestanding signs, one of which replaces an 
existing freestanding sign along Corporate Drive. The two signs on Corporate Drive are 6 feet tall 
and 9.1 square feet; this is compliant with the OS-4 maximums of 6 feet and 32 square feet; one 
additional sign not exceeding 50% of the permitted sign area is permitted when the site’s frontage 
exceeds 300 feet, which this site does. The third freestanding sign is proposed along I-696. This 
sign is 25.75 feet tall, with a sign area of 31.84 square feet. The height of the sign is noncompliant 
with OS-4 standards. Typically, one sign is permitted on each frontage.  

The PUD agreement will need to be amended to permit the signage that is proposed above and beyond 
OS-4 district requirements. These are summarized as follows: 

1. Three wall signs on the south façade where one is permitted.  

2. 291 square feet of wall sign on the south façade where 100 square feet are permitted. 

3. A 25.75-foot height for the sign along I-696 where six feet is permitted.  

 
We are available to answer questions.  
 
Respectfully, 
Giffels Webster  
 
 

 
 
Joe Tangari, AICP 
Principal Planner 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 
June 15, 2023, 7:30 P.M. 

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The Planning Commission Regular Meeting was called to order by Chair Countegan at 7:30 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 

 

Commissioners present: Aspinall, Brickner, Countegan, Grant, Mantey, Trafelet, Varga, Stimson, 
Ware 

 
Commissioners Absent: None 

 
Others Present: City Planner Perdonik, City Attorney Schultz, Planning Consultant 

Tangari 
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Brickner, to approve the agenda as published. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

 
B. AMEND PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 5, 1993 

LOCATION: 36455 and 36555 Corporate Drive 
PARCEL I.D.: 22-23-17-127-001 
PROPOSAL: Amend PUD to permit signage not presently permitted 
ACTION REQUESTED: Set for Public Hearing 
APPLICANT: Farmington Hills Corporate Investors, LLC 
OWNER: Farmington Hills V Corporate Investors, LLC 

 
In response to comments, City Attorney Schultz addressed the question of whether this application was 
for a minor or major amendment to the PUD. The request was for a deviation from the written language 
of the PUD agreement, which would have to be amended in order to allow the requested signage, and the 
Planning Commission had never approved a minor amendment that would be in violation of the ordinance 
involved – in this case the PUD agreement. 

 
Referencing his Revised 6/15/2023 written comments, Planning Consultant Tangari gave the background 
and review for this request to amend Planned Unit Development 5, 1993 to permit signage not presently 
permitted: 
• The site is zoned OS-4; the portion of the overall PUD being considered is 26.06 acres and is 

developed with a V-shaped office building (formerly two buildings). The site is accessed from 
Corporate Drive. 

• Per Section 34-3.20.5.G, “Proposed amendments or changes to an approved PUD plan shall be 
submitted to the planning commission. The planning commission shall determine whether the 
proposed modification is of such minor nature as not to violate the area and density requirements or to 
affect the overall character of the plan, and in such event may approve or deny the proposed 
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amendment. If the planning commission determines the proposed amendment is material in nature, 
the amendment shall be reviewed by the planning commission and city council in accordance with the 
provisions and procedures of this section as they relate to final approval of the Planned Unit 
Development.” 

• If the Planning Commission makes a determination that this is a major amendment to the PUD, a 
public hearing would need to be set. After the public9 hearing, the Commission will make a 
recommendation to City Council. 

• The two original buildings on this site had been joined by an addition, creating a single building. The 
original signage was for two separate buildings. 

• The existing sign language in the PUD Agreement is very specific; this is included in the review 
memorandum. The applicants are asking for more extensive signage for the new Comerica office on 
this site, as follows: 
1. Three wall signs on the south façade where one is permitted. 
2. 291sf of wall sign on the south façade where 100sf are permitted. 
3. A 25.75’ height for the sign along I-696 where 6’ is permitted. 

• All four wall signs are 97.2sf. Each individual sign meets the 100sf maximum, but the 3 signs on the 
south side of the building collectively exceed that maximum. 

• Three freestanding signs are proposed, one of which replaces an existing freestanding sign along 
Corporate Drive. The two signs on Corporate Drive are compliant with the ordinance. The third 
freestanding sign is proposed along I-696. This sign is 25.75’ tall, with a sign area of 31.84sf; The 
height is noncompliant with OS-4 standards. 

 
The Commission discussed whether this request constituted a major or minor amendment to the PUD. 
While the signage request itself might seem minor, the change will require a deviation from the original 
PUD language. The Commission had never considered a deviation from the ordinance a minor 
amendment. 

 
Chair Countegan invited the applicant to make his presentation. 

 
Chris Kojaian, Kojaian Companies, 39400 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills, was present on behalf 
of this application to amend PUD 5, 1993. They had expected that this request for different signage would 
constitute a minor amendment to the PUD. The signage proposed on the freeway side of the building had 
been there previously for a different tenant. Previously Mercedes Benz, Harmon and Dell all had signs on 
the buildings. The thing that had changed was the connector between both buildings. 

 
This location is Comerica’s Michigan operations headquarters, consolidated into one 340,000sf facility, 
and Comerica wanted the visibility from appropriate signage, especially for those driving by on I-696. 

 
City Attorney Schultz said amending the PUD would be a fairly simple process, but the existing PUD 
agreement language was very specific and constituted the zoning regulation for this parcel. The Planning 
Commission had never allowed a direct deviation from the ordinance without going through the process 
for a major PUD amendment. 

 
Commissioner Grant commented that she had always seen the building signs from the freeway. 

 
Mr. Kojaian said it was important for company headquarters like Comerica to show off their location. 

 
MOTION by Stimson, support by Aspinall, that the proposed Amendment to PUD 5, 1993, 
submitted by Farmington Hills V Corporate Investors, LLC, dated May 18, 2023, be set for public 
hearing on the Planning Commission’s next available regular meeting agenda. 

 
Motion discussion: 
Chair Countegan and Commissioners Stimson and Mantey agreed that this request constituted a major 
amendment to the PUD agreement, while also expressing their support for the new signage. 



City of Farmington Hills 
Planning Commission Meeting 
June 15, 2023 
Page 3 

Approved 07-20-2023 
 

 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES May 18, 2023, Special Meeting, and May 18, 2023, 

Regular Meeting 
 

MOTION by Grant, support by Trafelet, to approve the May 18, 2023 Special Meeting minutes and 
the May 18, 2023 Regular Meeting minutes as submitted. 

 
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 
 

COMMISSIONER/STAFF COMMENTS 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Trafelet, support by Ware, to adjourn the meeting at 9:05pm. 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Marisa Varga 
Planning Commission Secretary 

 
/cem 



Approved 08-17-2023 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 
July 20, 2023, 7:30 P.M. 

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The Planning Commission Regular Meeting was called to order by Chair Countegan at 7:30 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 

 

Commissioners present: Aspinall, Brickner, Countegan, Mantey, Trafelet, Stimson, Ware 

Commissioners Absent: Grant, Varga 

Others Present: City Planner Perdonik, City Attorney Schultz, Planning Consultant 
Bahm 

 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Brickner, to approve the agenda as published. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A. AMEND PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) 5, 1993 
LOCATION: 36455 and 36555 Corporate Drive 
PARCEL I.D.: 22-23-17-127-001 
PROPOSAL: Amend PUD to permit signage not presently permitted 
ACTION REQUESTED: Recommendation to City Council 
APPLICANT: Farmington Hills Corporate Investors, LLC 
OWNER: Farmington Hills V Corporate Investors, LLC 

 
Chris Kojaian, Kojaian Companies, 39400 Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills, was present on behalf of 
this application to amend PUD 5, 1993, to permit signage not presently permitted. The action requested 
was that the Planning Commission make a recommendation to City Council regarding this request. 

 
Mr. Kojaian explained that Comerica Bank is moving their Michigan Operations Center to this site. 
Comerica is investing in both in the building and in the community. The request for new signage on the 
building was part of the overall building update. 

 
The building was previously two buildings operating as a multi-tenant space, with multiple signs. 
Comerica is converting the previous use into a single-tenant, single connected building. 

 
Comerica is requesting the approval of additional signage, as well as just cleaning up the PUD language. 
The requested building signage was actually not any more signage than existed when the buildings were 
separate and under multi-tenant use. Comerica is also asking for an additional free-standing sign along the 
freeway, in order to give more visibility to the Comerica campus. 
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Referencing the June 8, 2023 Giffels Webster memorandum, Planning Consultant Bahm gave the 
background and review for this request for PUD amendment, in order to permit the signage that is 
proposed above and beyond OS-4 district requirements, as follows: 

1. Three wall signs on the south façade where one is permitted. 
2. 291 square feet of wall sign on the south façade where 100 square feet are permitted. 
3. Two freestanding signs along Corporate Drive one is permitted. 
4. A 25.75-foot height for the sign along I-696 where six feet is permitted. 

 
Chair Countegan explained that the Planning Commission had previously determined that this request 
represented a major amendment to the PUD, and therefore a public hearing was necessary. 

 
Chair Countegan opened the public hearing. Seeing that no public indicated that they wished to speak on 
this agenda item, Chair Countegan closed the public hearing and brought the matter back to the 
Commission. 

 
MOTION by Brickner, support by Trafelet to recommend to City Council that the proposed 
Amendment to PUD 5, 1993, dated May 18, 2023, submitted by Farmington Hills Corporate Investors, 
LLC, be approved, because the plans are consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the Master 
Plan and applicable provisions of the Planned Unit Development Option in Section 34-3.20 of the Zoning 
Ordinance, subject to: 

1. Modifications of Zoning Ordinance requirements as indicated on the proposed plan. 
 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

by voice vote. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Richard Owens, Holly Hill Farms, shared the following concerns and questions regarding Planned United 
Development (PUD) 1, 2023 (Item 5A on tonight’s agenda): 
• What does “affordable housing” mean, and how does the proposed apartment complex compare to 

other apartment complexes along 12 Mile Road? 
• How would the proposed development affect nearby property values? 
• Has there been any pressure from the State to approve this PUD? 
• Mr. Owens said the applicants notified neighbors only tonight regarding tonight’s meeting. 

 
City Attorney Shultz noted that there is a legal definition of affordable housing that has to be met. 
However, when making its recommendation to City Council, the Planning Commission will function in 
its role as a land-use approving body, and how much money potential tenants make will not be 
considered. 

 
COMMISSIONER/STAFF COMMENTS 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Trafelet, support by Ware, to adjourn the meeting at 9:01pm. 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Marisa Varga 
Planning Commission Secretary 
/cem 
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 DATE: August 28, 2023 
 TIME: 7:30 P.M. 
 PLACE: Farmington Hills City Hall, City Council Chamber 
  31555 W. Eleven Mile Road 
  Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336 
 ITEM: Amendment to Planned Unit Development 5, 1993  
 
The Farmington Hills City Council shall consider an application, dated May 18, 2023, to amend Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) 5, 1993. The applicant, Farmington Hills Corporate Investors, LLC, seeks to amend the 
PUD to permit signage not presently permitted under the PUD agreement or OS-4, Office Research zoning 
district.  
 
The subject property is located at 36455 and 36555 Corporate Drive, south of Twelve Mile Road, between 
Executive Drive and Drake Road, and being more particularly described as: Parcel Identification Number:  22-
23-17-127-001, City of Farmington Hills, Oakland County, Michigan. 
 
Any interested person is invited to comment 
on the request in person at the scheduled 
hearing, or written comments may be 
submitted to the City of Farmington Hills 
Planning Office at 31555 W. Eleven Mile 
Road, Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336, 
or ckettler@fhgov.com, prior to the 
hearing. The application may be reviewed 
at the Planning Office between 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
Charmaine Kettler-Schmult 
Director of Planning & Community 
Development 
 
Phone: (248) 871-2540 
Email: ckettler@fhgov.com 
Publish: August 13, 2023 
 
Procedures for accommodations for persons with disabilities: 
 
The City will be following its normal procedures for accommodation of persons with disabilities. Those 
individuals needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City 
Clerk (248) 871-2410 at least two (2) working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to 
make reasonable accommodations. 
 

http://www.fhgov.com/


DATE: August 28, 2023 

TO: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

FROM: Charmaine Kettler-Schmult, Director of Planning & Community 
Development 

SUBJECT: Draft Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) 2, 2023 – Regulation of Shipping 
Containers and Similar Off-Site-Built Enclosures  

BACKGROUND: 

Draft ZTA 2, 2023, is intended to clarify the City’s zoning regulations regarding the use of 
shipping containers and similar off-site-built enclosures as accessory buildings within commercial, 
industrial, and residential zoning districts. The draft amendment was jointly drafted by the City 
Attorney and City Planner at the direction of the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
Community Development.  

The draft amendment is a response to concerns raised by City Council, a high volume of inquiries 
coming into the Planning Office regarding placement of shipping containers in a variety of areas, 
and observations by City staff and others that the use of shipping containers and similar 
enclosures for storage, often on a permanent basis, has become increasingly common 
throughout the City, including on residential lots.  

Draft ZTA 2, 2023, would prohibit the use of shipping containers and similar off-site-
built enclosures as accessory buildings, with four (4) exceptions:  

(1) Use of one (1) such enclosure on a permanent basis within the LI-1, Light Industrial zoning
district with the approval of a site plan;

(2) Enclosures permitted on a temporary basis by the Zoning Board of Appeals;
(3) Enclosures placed on residential lots for a period of time not to exceed thirty (30) days,

with an additional thirty (30) days available where good cause is shown; and
(4) Enclosures placed within any zoning district in connection with an ongoing construction

project during the duration of such project.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY: 

March 16, 2023 – Staff introduces draft ZTA 2, 2023, and Planning Commission passes 
motion to postpone item for additional information (minutes). 



May 18, 2023 – 

July 20, 2023 – 

Staff brings draft ZTA 2, 2023, back before the Planning Commission with 
additional context regarding how the ordinance would be administered, 
and the Planning Commission unanimously passes motion setting item for 
public hearing (minutes).  

Following a public hearing, the Planning Commission unanimously passes  
motion recommending to City Council that draft ZTA 2, 2023, be adopted 
(minutes).  

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Following a public hearing (notice attached), the following motion is suggested: 

RESOLVE that City Council APPROVE the ADOPTION of draft Zoning Text Amendment 2, 
2023. 

ATTACHMENTS:   
• Draft ZTA 2, 2023
• March 16, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
• May 18, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
• July 20, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
• Public Hearing Notice



ORDINANCE NO. C-___________-2023

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE FARMINGTON HILLS CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 34, “ZONING,” ARTICLE 2, “DEFINITIONS,” IN 
ORDER TO ADD A DEFINITION OF “SHIPPING CONTAINER” AND AMEND 
THE DEFINITION OF “BUILDING,” AND TO AMEND ARTICLE 5, “SITE 
STANDARDS,” SECTION 34-5.1, “ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND 
STRUCTURES,” TO INCLUDE A NEW SUBSECTION 34-5.1.1.H ADDRESSING 
VEHICLES, COMMERCIAL VEHICLES, RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT, 
TRAILERS, STORAGE PODS, AND SHIPPING CONTAINERS AND SIMILAR 
OFF-SITE-BUILT ENCLOSURES THAT ARE USED AS AN ACCESSORY 
BUILDING OR USE. 

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS ORDAINS: 

Section 1 of Ordinance.  Ordinance Amendment. 

The Farmington Hills City Code, Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 2, “Definitions,” is 
amended to amend the definition of “building” and add a definition of “shipping 
container,” which are to read as follows: 

Building means any structure or physical enclosure, either temporary or permanent, 
having a roof or top, and used, placed, or built for the shelter or enclosure of persons, 
animals, chattels or property of any kind. This shall include, without limitation, tents, 
awnings, orvehicles, trailers, and other similar enclosures situated on private property 
and used for such purposes. 

Shipping container means: 
1. Any transportation trailer, shipping container, shipping crate, cargo bin or other

container produced for the transportation, relocation or shipping of any item(s);
2. Containers designed or intended to be loaded and hauled to another location for

storage; and
3. Containers which have been altered or pinned in any way to be rendered immobile.

Section 2 of Ordinance.  Ordinance Amendment. 

The Farmington Hills City Code, Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 5, “Site Standards,” 
Section 34-5.1 “Accessory Buildings and Structures,” is amended to add a new Subsection 
34-5.1.1.H and shall hereafter read as follows:

Section 34-5.1. Accessory Buildings and Structures 

1. Accessory buildings or structures located in any use district shall be subject to the
following regulations, unless otherwise provided in this chapter:
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A. Where an accessory building or structure is physically attached to a main building,
it shall be subject to and must conform to all regulations of this chapter applicable
to main buildings.

B. Accessory buildings or structures shall not be erected in any front yard nor in any
exterior side yard setback unless otherwise provided in this chapter.

C. A detached accessory building shall not be located within ten (10) feet of any main
building, nor shall it be located within one (1) foot of an alley right-of-way. In no
instance shall an accessory building or deck be located within an easement for
public utilities or a public or private right-of way.

D. See Section 34-5.2 and Section 34-5.3 regarding accessory off-street parking.

E. See Section 34-5.4 regarding accessory off -street loading and unloading.

F. See Section 34-5.5 regarding accessory signs.

G. Satellite reception antennas may be permitted as an accessory use subject to the
following conditions:

i. Roof-mounted antennas shall be subject to the requirements of Section 34-
3.26.3.B.

ii. Ground-mounted antennas shall be subject to the following conditions:

a. The maximum height permitted shall be fourteen (14) feet.

b. Such antenna shall be located only in the rear yard.

c. Where existing structures or vegetation will not screen the antenna
from the view of abutting properties, the antenna shall be screened by
installation of a wall or fence, berm, evergreen plantings or a
combination thereof.

d. The nature, size and extent of the screening shall be reviewed and
approved by the director of planning and community development, or
his designee, who shall take into consideration screening design
principles established and adopted by the planning commission. Review
and approval shall take into consideration: (i) that the proposed
screening shall not operate to impose unreasonable limitations on or to
prevent the reception of satellite-delivered signals; and (ii) that the cost
of the required screening shall not exceed fifty (50) percent of the
purchase and installation cost of such equipment.

iii. Conventional VHF and UHF television antennas are excluded from
operation of this section on the basis of the following findings: there is a
relatively small concern for wind and snow load issues; there has been a
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long-demonstrated safety record; there has been an historical acceptance of 
such facilities from architectural and aesthetic standpoints; and the cost of 
complying with the procedure for application and review would be great in 
relation to the cost of purchasing and installing such conventional facilities.

H. Vehicles, commercial vehicles, recreational equipment, trailers, storage pods, and
shipping containers and similar off-site-built enclosures shall not be used as an
accessory building or use except:

i. One (1) such building, not to exceed 160 square feet of floor space, may be
permitted per zoning lot within the LI-1, Light Industrial District following
the submission of a site plan in accordance with Section 34-6.1 of this
Chapter and approval such site plan by the City Planner (or his or her
designee) based on all applicable requirements of this Chapter;

ii. One such building, not to exceed 160 square feet of floor space, may be
permitted in any residential zoning district with the approval of the Zoning
Division Supervisor (or his or her designee) for one (1) thirty (30)-day period
per year with extensions of time permitted in the discretion of the Zoning
Supervisor (or his or her designee) for good cause shown; and

iii. Where such building is temporarily permitted by the Zoning Board of
Appeals per Section 34-7.14.3.E of this Chapter.

2. [Unchanged.]
3. [Unchanged.]
4. [Unchanged.]
4. [Unchanged.]

Section 3 of Ordinance.  Repealer.

All ordinances, parts of ordinances, or sections of the City Code in conflict with this 
ordinance are repealed only to the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and 
effect, and the Farmington Hills Ordinance Code shall remain in full force and effect, 
amended only as specified above. 

Section 4 of Ordinance.  Savings. 

The amendments of the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances set forth in this ordinance 
do not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, accrued, or 
acquired or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment, pending or incurred prior to the 
amendments of the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances set forth in this ordinance. 

Section 5 of Ordinance.  Severability. 

If any section, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be declared to be 
unconstitutional, void, illegal or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, the 
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validity of the ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other than the part 
invalidated, and such section, clause or provision declared to be unconstitutional, void or 
illegal shall thereby cease to be a part of this Ordinance, but the remainder of this 
ordinance shall stand and be in full force and effect. 

Section 6 of Ordinance.  Effective Date.

The provisions of this ordinance are ordered to take effect twenty-one (21) days after 
enactment. 

Section 7 of Ordinance.  Date and Publication.

This ordinance is declared to have been enacted by the City Council of the City of 
Farmington Hills at a meeting called and held on the ____ day of __________, 2023, and 
ordered to be given publication in the manner prescribed by law. 

Ayes: 
Nays: 
Abstentions: 
Absent: 

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) ss. 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington Hills, 
Oakland County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of 
the Ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington Hills at a meeting 
held on the _____ day of ________________________, 2023, the original of which is on file 
in my office. 

_________________________________ 
PAMELA B. SMITH, City Clerk 
City of Farmington Hills 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 
MARCH 16, 2023, 7:30 P.M. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The Planning Commission Regular Meeting was called to order by Chair Countegan at 7:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners present: Aspinall, Brickner, Countegan, Grant, Stimson, Trafelet, Varga, Ware 

Commissioners Absent: Mantey 

Others Present: Staff Planner Canty, City Attorney Schultz, Planning Consultant 
Tangari 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION by Brickner, support by Trafelet, to approve the agenda as submitted. 

MOTION passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Motion passed by voice vote 7-1 (Stimson opposed). 

REGULAR MEETING: 

E. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT 2, 2023
CHAPTER OF CODE: 34, Zoning Ordinance 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: Amend Zoning Ordinance to include definition of “shipping 

container,” amend existing definition of “building,” and to 
include new subsection addressing use of off-site-built 
enclosures as accessory buildings or uses 

ACTION REQUESTED: Set for public hearing 
SECTIONS: 34-2.2 and 34-5.1.1

As outlined in City Planner Perdonik’s March 8, 2023 memorandum, the purpose of ZTA 2, 2023 was to 
amend the Zoning Ordinance to include a definition of “shipping container,” amend the existing 
definition of “building,” and to include a new subsection addressing use of off-site-built enclosures, such 
as shipping containers, as permanent accessory structures or uses. 

A recent trend has emerged in that communities in Southeast Michigan are observing industrial grade 
metal enclosures, such as large shipping containers, being placed within residential yards on a permanent 
basis for storage, as an alternative to a more traditional shed or storage building. Additionally, the 
Planning Office receives a high volume of inquiries regarding placing shipping containers on commercial 
and office properties on a permanent basis. 

Under the Zoning Ordinance as presently written, staff is obligated to permit these structures permanently 
if they meet the height and other dimensional requirements applicable to any accessory structure. 

ZTA 2, 2023 was drafted by the Planning Office with the assistance of the City Attorney’s Office, at the 
City Manager’s request. In the interest of the character of the community, City Council is taking the 
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position that such enclosures should generally be prohibited. ZTA 2, 2023 would prohibit the use 
shipping containers and other nontraditional off-site-built enclosures as accessory structures or uses, with 
three (3) exceptions: 
1. Use of one (1) such structure within the LI-1, Light Industrial zoning district with the approval of an

administrative site plan;
2. Structures permitted on a temporary basis by the Zoning Board of Appeals; and
3. Structures placed on residential lots for a period of time not to exceed thirty (30) days per year with

the approval of the Zoning Division Supervisor.

Discussion: 

• People using storage containers such as PODS when renovating their homes often needed the
containers longer than 30 days. However, the draft language did allow the 30 days to be extended.
The intent was to prevent storage containers being treated as permanent structures.

• Some people used storage containers as permanent housing, and in some communities storage
containers were stacked and used for apartments.

• Other uses of storage containers included RV storage, lawn equipment storage, etc.
• The comment was made that the 30-day limit seemed punitive, especially as people needed to use

storage containers while renovating their homes. 30 days did not seem reasonable. On the other hand,
the ordinance would serve those residents who had a POD or other storage container stored next to
them for long periods of time, without recourse.

• Some Commissioners wondered if this ordinance was necessary. Had the City received many
complaints regarding storage containers?

After further discussion, Chair Countegan suggested that before taking action, the Planning Commission 
study this Zoning Text Amendment further during a future study session, and closed discussion on this 
item. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Grant, to adjourn the meeting at 10:14pm. 

MOTION passed unanimously by voice vote. 



City of Farmington Hills 
Planning Commission Meeting 
March 16, 2023 
Page 3 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Marisa Varga 
Planning Commission Secretary 

/cem 



Approved 06-15-2023 

MINUTES 
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 
MAY 18, 2023, 8:00 P.M. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The Planning Commission Regular Meeting was called to order by Chair Countegan at 8:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners present: Aspinall, Brickner, Countegan, Grant, Mantey, Trafelet, Varga 

Commissioners Absent: Stimpson, Ware 

Others Present: City Planner Perdonik, City Attorney Schultz, Planning Consultant 
Tangari 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Brickner, to approve the agenda as submitted. 

MOTION passed by voice vote. 

REGULAR MEETING 

A. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT 2, 2023
CHAPTER OF CODE: 34, Zoning Ordinance 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: Amend Zoning Ordinance to include definition of “shipping 

container,” amend existing definition of “building,” and to 
include new subsection addressing use of off-site-built 
enclosures as accessory buildings or uses 

ACTION REQUESTED: Set for public hearing 
SECTIONS: 34-2.2 and 34-5.1.1

City Planner Perdonik introduced draft Zoning Text Amendment 2, 2023, which is intended to clarify the 
city's zoning regulations relative to the use of shipping containers and similar offsite built enclosures as 
accessory buildings on both a temporary and permanent basis within commercial, industrial and 
residential zoning districts. 

The Planning Commission discussed the draft amendment at the March 16, 2023 meeting in some detail 
but ultimately passed a motion tabling it. 

The draft amendment is a response to concerns raised by City Council, a high volume of inquiries coming 
into the Planning Office regarding placement of shipping containers in a variety of areas, and 
observations by City staff and others that the use of shipping containers and similar structures for storage, 
often on a permanent basis, has become increasingly common throughout the City, including within 
residential neighborhoods. Photographs in the packet illustrate some examples of shipping containers 
being placed on residential and commercial properties. 
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In response to the March 16 meeting discussion, City Planner Perdonik offered the following: 
• Staff will not be administering a formal approval process for the draft ordinance relative to residential

properties. The ordinance is meant to serve as a basis for complaint-driven enforcement activities in
providing a clock – a starting date as well as an end date after which enforcement, possibly including
a citation, can go forward.

• In order to clarify the City’s intent, the draft language had been revised, removing the reference to the
approval of the zoning supervisor.

• There have been some egregious cases and the City has received complaints relative to shipping
containers placed on residential lots.

• Staff will work with non-compliant homeowners on a one-to-one basis, and the zoning text
amendment will give staff a backdrop for enforcement when enforcement is needed.

• During construction, a property owner is allowed to have a POD or other container on site for the
duration of the construction, as long as a permit has been granted for that construction.

The Commission discussed whether to set a 30 or 60 day time frame, after a City inspector has 
noticed/confirmed that there is a shipping container on site. Either time limitation would be acceptable. At 
the end of the time period an extension can be granted by staff if circumstances so warrant. 

Staff Planner Perdonik said that there were not many ordinances in the State that dealt with this emerging 
issue, and Farmington Hills’ ordinance would probably be used by other municipalities as they developed 
their own ordinance language. 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Brickner, that Zoning Text Amendment 2, 2023, which proposes 
to amend the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 2.0, 
“Definitions,” to add a definition of “Shipping Container” and revise the definition of “Building,” 
and to amend Article 5.0, “Site Standards,” Section 34-5.1, “Accessory Building and Structures,” to 
include new Subsection 34-5.1.1.H addressing the use of offsite built enclosures as accessory 
buildings or uses, be set for public hearing for the Planning Commission’s next available regular 
meeting agenda. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Grant, to adjourn the meeting at 8:39pm. 

MOTION passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Marisa Varga 
Planning Commission Secretary 

/cem 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 
July 20, 2023, 7:30 P.M. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The Planning Commission Regular Meeting was called to order by Chair Countegan at 7:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners present: Aspinall, Brickner, Countegan, Mantey, Trafelet, Stimson, Ware 

Commissioners Absent: Grant, Varga 

Others Present: City Planner Perdonik, City Attorney Schultz, Planning Consultant 
Bahm 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Brickner, to approve the agenda as published. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

A. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT 2, 2023
CHAPTER OF CODE: 34, Zoning Ordinance 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: Amend Zoning Ordinance to include definition of “shipping 

container,” amend existing definition of “building,” and to 
include new subsection addressing use of off-site-built 
enclosures as accessory buildings or uses. 

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommendation to City Council 
SECTIONS: 34-2.2 and 34-5.1.1

City Planner Perdonik explained that ZTA 2, 2023 is intended to clarify the City’s zoning regulations 
regarding the use of shipping containers and similar off-site-built enclosures as accessory buildings 
within commercial, industrial, and residential zoning districts. The draft amendment was jointly 
drafted by the City Planner and City Attorney at the direction of the City Manager and Director of 
Planning and Community Development. 

The draft amendment is a response to concerns raised by City Council, a high volume of inquiries 
coming into the Planning Office regarding placement of shipping containers in a variety of areas, and 
observations by City staff and others that the use of shipping containers and similar structures for 
storage, often on a permanent basis, has become increasingly common throughout the City, including 
within residential neighborhoods. 

Staff introduced Draft ZTA 2, 2023, at the Planning Commission’s March 16, 2023, meeting. At such 
meeting, the Commission discussed the draft amendment in some detail but ultimately passed a 
motion tabling it. In response to questions at that meeting, City Planner Perdonik explained that 1) 
staff will not require that residents obtain approval for temporary use of PODS or the like; this was 
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never the intent, as the thirty (30)-day requirement is intended to provide a clock for enforcement 
purposes, and 2) any residence or business undergoing construction may use a temporary structure 
provided a valid permit for such construction exists; this would not change with the adoption of ZTA 
2, 2023. 

In response to questions, City Planner Perdonik provided the following further information: 
• ZTA 2, 2023 is a direct response to the residential use of industrial shipping containers as sheds,

as well as corporate entities wanting to keep them on site on a permanent basis. Both situations
impact the appearance of the community.

• For a remodeling project, the enforcement clock would begin after the remodeling was complete.

Chair Countegan opened the public hearing. Seeing that no public indicated that they wished to speak 
on this agenda item, Chair Countegan closed the public hearing and brought the matter back to the 
Commission. 

MOTION by Brickner, support by Trafelet, to recommend to City Council that Revised Draft 
Zoning Text Amendment 2, 2023, which proposes to amend the Farmington Hills Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 2.0, “Definitions,” to add a definition of “Shipping 
Container” and revise the definition of “Building,” and to amend Article 5.0, “Site Standards,” 
Section 34-5.1, “Accessory Building and Structures,” to include a new Subsection 34-5.1.1.H 
addressing the use of off-site-built enclosures as accessory buildings or uses, be adopted. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Richard Owens, Holly Hill Farms, shared the following concerns and questions regarding Planned United 
Development (PUD) 1, 2023 (Item 5A on tonight’s agenda): 
• What does “affordable housing” mean, and how does the proposed apartment complex compare to

other apartment complexes along 12 Mile Road?
• How would the proposed development affect nearby property values?
• Has there been any pressure from the State to approve this PUD?
• Mr. Owens said the applicants notified neighbors only tonight regarding tonight’s meeting.

City Attorney Shultz noted that there is a legal definition of affordable housing that has to be met. 
However, when making its recommendation to City Council, the Planning Commission will function in 
its role as a land-use approving body, and how much money potential tenants make will not be 
considered. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Trafelet, support by Ware, to adjourn the meeting at 9:01pm. 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Marisa Varga 
Planning Commission Secretary 
/cem 
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DATE: August 28, 2023 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. 
PLACE: Farmington Hills City Hall, City Council Chamber 

31555 W. Eleven Mile Road 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336 

ITEM: Zoning Text Amendment 2, 2023 

THE FARMINGTON HILLS PLANNING COMMISSION SHALL GIVE FORMAL CONSIDERATION 
TO A PROPOSED ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE FARMINGTON HILLS CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 34, “ZONING,” ARTICLE 2, “DEFINITIONS,” IN ORDER TO ADD A 
DEFINITION OF “SHIPPING CONTAINER” AND AMEND THE DEFINITION OF “BUILDING,” AND 
TO AMEND ARTICLE 5, “SITE STANDARDS,” SECTION 34-5.1, “ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND 
STRUCTURES,” TO INCLUDE A NEW SUBSECTION 34-5.1.1.H ADDRESSING VEHICLES, 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES, RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT, TRAILERS, STORAGE PODS, AND 
SHIPPING CONTAINERS AND SIMILAR OFF-SITE-BUILT ENCLOSURES THAT ARE USED AS AN 
ACCESSORY BUILDING OR USE. 

Any interested person is invited to comment on the request in person at the scheduled hearing, or written 
comments may be submitted to the City of Farmington Hills Planning Office at 31555 W. Eleven Mile Road, 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336, or ckettler@fhgov.com, prior to the hearing. The application may be 
reviewed at the Planning Office between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Charmaine Kettler-Schmult 
Director of Planning & Community Development 

Phone: (248) 871-2540 
Email: ckettler@fhgov.com 
Publish: August 13, 2023 

Procedures for accommodations for persons with disabilities: 

The City will be following its normal procedures for accommodation of persons with disabilities. Those 
individuals needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City 
Clerk (248) 871-2410 at least two (2) working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to 
make reasonable accommodations. 

http://www.fhgov.com/


DATE: August 28, 2023 

TO: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

FROM: Charmaine Kettler-Schmult, Director of Planning & Community 
Development 

SUBJECT: Draft Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) 3, 2023 – Revise the Definition of 
“Motel” to Include Short-Term Rental of Residential Homes 

BACKGROUND: 

Draft ZTA 3, 2023, was drafted by the City Attorney’s Office at the direction of the City Manager 
in response to concerns from City Council.  

Draft ZTA 3, 2023, is intended to strengthen the City’s zoning regulations regarding short-term 
rental of residential homes, which is not a permitted use within the residential districts of the City. 
To this end, the proposed amendment revises the existing definition of “motel” in such a way as 
to more clearly include short-term rentals.  

This approach is based on Michigan case law which focused on the definition of “motel” and the 
limitation of motels to non-residential zoning districts as a means of prohibiting them in 
residential zoning districts. Under the Zoning Ordinance, motels are restricted to commercial 
zoning districts.  

PROCEDURAL HISTORY: 

May 18, 2023 – Staff introduces draft ZTA 3, 2023, and Planning Commission unanimously 
passes motion setting item for public hearing (minutes). 

July 20, 2023 – Following a public hearing, the Planning Commission unanimously passes  
motion recommending to City Council that draft ZTA 3, 2023, be adopted 
(minutes).  

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Following a public hearing (notice attached), the following motion is suggested: 

RESOLVE that City Council APPROVE the ADOPTION of draft Zoning Text Amendment 3, 
2023. 



ATTACHMENTS:   
• Draft ZTA 3, 2023
• May 18, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
• July 20, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
• Public Hearing Notice



ORDINANCE NO. C-___________-2023 

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE FARMINGTON HILLS CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 34, “ZONING,” ARTICLE 2.0, SECTION 2.2, 
“DEFINITIONS,” TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF “MOTEL.’’  

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS ORDAINS: 

Section 1 of Ordinance.  Ordinance Amendment. 

The Farmington Hills City Code, Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 2.0, Section 2.2, 
“Definitions,” is hereby amended to change the definition of “Motel” to read as follows: 

Motel means a dwelling unit, group of dwelling units, and any other type 
of building or group of buildings, which containsing one or more rooms or 
sleeping units that are accessible from either the exterior or interior of such 
building or buildings, has access to a garage or other area to park vehicles, 
and provides overnight lodging that is offered or made available to the 
public for compensation on a per night or weekly basis.designed to provide 
overnight lodging that is offered to the public for compensation and that 
caters primarily to the public traveling by motor vehicle. 

Section 2 of Ordinance.  Repealer. 

All ordinances, parts of ordinances, or sections of the City Code in conflict with this 
ordinance are repealed only to the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and 
effect, and the Farmington Hills Ordinance Code shall remain in full force and effect, 
amended only as specified above. 

Section 3 of Ordinance.  Savings. 

The amendments of the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances set forth in this ordinance 
do not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, accrued, or 
acquired or liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment, pending or incurred prior to the 
amendments of the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances set forth in this ordinance. 

Section 4 of Ordinance.  Severability. 

If any section, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be declared to be 
unconstitutional, void, illegal or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, the 
validity of the ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other than the part 
invalidated, and such section, clause or provision declared to be unconstitutional, void or 
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illegal shall thereby cease to be a part of this Ordinance, but the remainder of this 
ordinance shall stand and be in full force and effect. 

Section 5 of Ordinance.  Effective Date. 

The provisions of this ordinance are ordered to take effect twenty-one (21) days after 
enactment. 

Section 6 of Ordinance.  Date and Publication. 

This ordinance is declared to have been enacted by the City Council of the City of 
Farmington Hills at a meeting called and held on the ____ day of __________, 2023, and 
ordered to be given publication in the manner prescribed by law. 

Ayes: 
Nays: 
Abstentions: 
Absent: 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
)  ss. 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington Hills, 
Oakland County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of 
the Ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington Hills at a meeting 
held of the ____ day of ______________, 2023, the original of which is on file in my office. 

_______________________________ 
Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 
City of Farmington Hills 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 
MAY 18, 2023, 8:00 P.M. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The Planning Commission Regular Meeting was called to order by Chair Countegan at 8:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners present: Aspinall, Brickner, Countegan, Grant, Mantey, Trafelet, Varga 

Commissioners Absent: Stimpson, Ware 

Others Present: City Planner Perdonik, City Attorney Schultz, Planning Consultant 
Tangari 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Brickner, to approve the agenda as submitted. 

MOTION passed by voice vote. 

REGULAR MEETING 

A. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT 3, 2023
CHAPTER OF CODE: 34, Zoning Ordinance 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: Amend Zoning Ordinance to revise definition of “motel” 
ACTION REQUESTED: Set for public hearing 
SECTIONS: 34-2.2

City Planner Perdonik explained that Zoning Text Amendment 3, 2023 was drafted by the City 
Attorney’s Office at the direction of the City Manager in response to concerns from City Council. The 
draft amendment is intended to strengthen the City’s zoning regulations regarding short-term rental of 
residential homes, which is not a permitted use. The proposed amendment revises the existing definition 
of “motel” in such a way as to more clearly include short-term rentals of residential homes. This approach 
is based on Michigan case law which focuses on the definition of “motel” and the limitation of motels to 
nonresidential zoning districts as a means of prohibiting them in residential districts. Under the Zoning 
Ordinance, motels are restricted to the B-3, General Business, and ES, Expressway Service zoning 
districts; therefore, if a home is used in a manner which fits within the definition of “motel,” such use 
would only be permitted if such home is within a B-3 or ES District. 
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This ordinance supports staff’s efforts to regulate and enforce against short term rentals in residential 
neighborhoods. 

City Attorney Schultz further explained that the ordinance was based on a case that upheld the right of a 
community to regulate short term rentals, via the definition of “motel.” 

Board discussion: 
• Short term rentals in residential neighborhoods brought certain enforcement issues.
• Neighbors generally oppose short term rentals in their neighborhoods, as short term rentals can bring

loud parties, and more or less constant movement of strangers in and out of the neighborhood. In
many cases short term rentals have the ability to destabilize an entire neighborhood.

• There have been egregious cases in Farmington Hills that are currently in the enforcement process.
• The draft ordinance will give staff more of a foundation for their enforcement efforts.
• Commissioner Mantey said he supported this request being set for a public hearing; he did not,

however, know how he would vote on the issue itself.

MOTION by Brickner, support by Trafelet, that Zoning Text Amendment 3, 2023, which proposes 
to amend the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances, Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 2.0, 
“Definitions,” to revise the definition of “motel” as provided in the draft amendment, be set for 
public hearing. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES April 20, 2023 Special Joint Meeting, and April 20, 2023, Public 
Hearing/Regular Meeting 

MOTION by Brickner, support by Aspinall, to approve the April 20, 2023 Special Joint Meeting 
minutes and the April 20, 2023, Public Hearing/Regular Meeting minutes as submitted. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

COMMISSIONER/STAFF COMMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Grant, to adjourn the meeting at 8:39pm. 

MOTION passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Marisa Varga 
Planning Commission Secretary 

/cem 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
31555 W ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 
July 20, 2023, 7:30 P.M. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The Planning Commission Regular Meeting was called to order by Chair Countegan at 7:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners present: Aspinall, Brickner, Countegan, Mantey, Trafelet, Stimson, Ware 

Commissioners Absent: Grant, Varga 

Others Present: City Planner Perdonik, City Attorney Schultz, Planning Consultant 
Bahm 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION by Trafelet, support by Brickner, to approve the agenda as published. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

A. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT 3, 2023
CHAPTER OF CODE: 34, Zoning Ordinance 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: Amend Zoning Ordinance to revise definition of “motel” 
ACTION REQUESTED: Recommendation to City Council 
SECTION: 34-2.2 

City Planner Perdonik explained that this proposal came through the City Attorney’s office in 
response to the issue of short-term rentals throughout the City, which use has historically been 
prohibited. 

ZTA 3, 2023, is intended to strengthen the City’s zoning regulations regarding short-term rental of 
residential homes. The proposed amendment revises the existing definition of “motel” in such a way 
as to more clearly include short-term rentals of residential homes. This approach is based on 
Michigan case law which focused on the definition of “motel” and the limitation of motels to 
nonresidential zoning districts as a means of prohibiting them in residential districts. Under the 
Zoning Ordinance, motels are restricted to the B-3, General Business, and ES, Expressway Service 
zoning districts; therefore, if a home is used in a manner which fits within the definition of “motel,” 
such use would only be permitted if such home is within a B-3 or ES District. 

Staff introduced Draft ZTA 3, 2023, at the Planning Commission’s May 18, 2023, meeting, during 
which the Commission passed a motion setting the item for public hearing with no additional 
information or revisions requested. 
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Chair Countegan opened the public hearing. Seeing that no public indicated they wished to speak on 
this agenda item, Chair Countegan closed the public hearing and brought the matter back to the 
Commission. 

MOTION by Aspinall, SUPPORT by Trafelet to recommend to City Council that Draft Zoning 
Text Amendment 3, 2023, which proposes to amend the Farmington Hills Code of Ordinances, 
Chapter 34, “Zoning,” Article 2.0, Section 2.2, “Definitions,” to revise the definition of “Motel” as 
provided in the draft amendment, be adopted. 

Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

REGULAR MEETING 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Richard Owens, Holly Hill Farms, shared the following concerns and questions regarding Planned United 
Development (PUD) 1, 2023 (Item 5A on tonight’s agenda): 
• What does “affordable housing” mean, and how does the proposed apartment complex compare to

other apartment complexes along 12 Mile Road?
• How would the proposed development affect nearby property values?
• Has there been any pressure from the State to approve this PUD?
• Mr. Owens said the applicants notified neighbors only tonight regarding tonight’s meeting.

City Attorney Shultz noted that there is a legal definition of affordable housing that has to be met. 
However, when making its recommendation to City Council, the Planning Commission will function in 
its role as a land-use approving body, and how much money potential tenants make will not be 
considered. 

COMMISSIONER/STAFF COMMENTS 

Commissioner Brickner said that he and his wife Cheryl were celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Trafelet, support by Ware, to adjourn the meeting at 9:01pm. 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Marisa Varga 
Planning Commission Secretary 
/cem 
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DATE: August 28, 2023 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. 
PLACE: Farmington Hills City Hall, City Council Chamber 

31555 W. Eleven Mile Road 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336 

ITEM: Zoning Text Amendment 3, 2023 

THE FARMINGTON HILLS PLANNING COMMISSION SHALL GIVE FORMAL CONSIDERATION 
TO A PROPOSED ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE FARMINGTON HILLS CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 34, “ZONING,” ARTICLE 2, SECTION 2.2, “DEFINITIONS,” TO AMEND 
THE DEFINITION OF “MOTEL.” 

Any interested person is invited to comment on the request in person at the scheduled hearing, or written 
comments may be submitted to the City of Farmington Hills Planning Office at 31555 W. Eleven Mile Road, 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336, or ckettler@fhgov.com, prior to the hearing. The application may be 
reviewed at the Planning Office between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Charmaine Kettler-Schmult 
Director of Planning & Community Development 

Phone: (248) 871-2540 
Email: ckettler@fhgov.com 
Publish: August 13, 2023 

Procedures for accommodations for persons with disabilities: 

The City will be following its normal procedures for accommodation of persons with disabilities. Those 
individuals needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City 
Clerk (248) 871-2410 at least two (2) working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to 
make reasonable accommodations. 

http://www.fhgov.com/


REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL 

August 28, 2023 

SUBJECT: AWARD OF BID – MISCELLANEOUS TABLES & DOLLIES FOR SPECIAL SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• Invitations to bid were advertised, available on the Michigan Inter-Governmental Trade Network (MITN) e-

procurement site, publicly opened and read aloud on Tuesday, August 15, 2023, for purchase of Miscellaneous

Tables for Special Services. Notification was sent to forty-six (46) vendors, (including fourteen (14) vendors that

hold the classification of minority owned, woman owned, veteran owned, disabled, disadvantaged or service

disabled) with four (4) responding.  We received zero “No Bids.”

• Specifications included folding tables (96” x 30” square, 72” round, and 72” x 18” square) and dollies for table

storage and transportation throughout the building.

• Staff reviewed all the bids and has determined that Quality Restaurant & Equipment Masters of Oak Park is the lowest

and most qualified bidder. Quality Restaurant & Equipment Masters of Oak Park has been in business for over 9 years

and the owner resides in the city of Farmington Hills.

• On January 17, 2023, the Farmington Hills Senior Center’s application was approved by Healthy Aging Oakland

County Ad Hoc Committee in the amount of $150,000 for improvements such as capital (including these tables and

dollies), technology, infrastructure, and equipment improvements or professional development.  On February 17,

2023, city council approved the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Interlocal Agreement between the City of

Farmington Hills and Oakland County for these funds.

• Funding for the project will be provided by American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Interlocal Agreement between the City of

Farmington Hills and Oakland County.

BID TABULATION 

RECOMMENDATION 

In view of the above, it is recommended that City Council authorize the City Manager to issue a purchase order to Quality 

Restaurant & Equipment Masters of Oak Park in the amount of $15,374.10 for miscellaneous tables and dollies for the Senior 

Division at the Costick Center. 

Prepared by:   Nikki Lumpkin, Senior Buyer 

Approved by: Michelle Aranowski, Director of Central Services 

Approved by: Brian Moran, Deputy Director of Special Services 

Approved by: Ellen Schnackel, Director of Special Services 

Approved by: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

CMR 8-23-103
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INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
To: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

 

From: Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 

 

Subject: Consideration of Employment for Clayton Firment 

 

Date: August 28, 2023 

 

In compliance with the City Charter Article X, Section 10.01 A, we are requesting from the City Council 

approval to consider for employment the following individual: Clayton Firment, who is related to an employee 

of the City, Dennis Firment, who is a Staff Lieutenant in the Fire Prevention Division. 

 

The Fire Department has followed all City policies and procedures in establishing an eligibility list of qualified 

candidates.  This includes advertising in the local newspapers, posting on websites and on social media, 

distribution of job announcements at Farmington Public Schools and Oakland County Community College.  

A thorough investigation of the applicant's credentials and a personal interview were conducted.  Providing 

applicants are equally qualified, residents receive preference for employment opportunities. 

 

Occasionally we have some difficulty finding qualified applicants for part-time positions because they may 

require certain qualifications or specialized training/certification and the work hours typically include nights 

and/or weekends. Therefore, in view of meeting the established criteria and being the most qualified applicant, 

the Fire Department respectfully requests the City Council's approval of Clayton Firment. 

 

Name: Clayton Firment 

 

Position Applied For: Paid-on-Call Firefighter/Recruit 

 

Date Position Posted:  April 2023   Open Until:  June 2, 2023 

 

Salary: $10.90/hr 

 

Relationship: Clayton Firment is the son of Dennis Firment, who is employed in the Fire 

Prevention Division at the Farmington Hills Fire Department. 

 

Justification: Clayton Firment is the most qualified applicant and is available to begin work 

immediately. 

 

 

Prepared by: Kelly Kitchen, Administrative Assistant to the Fire Chief 

 

Authorized by: Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 

      

Approved by: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 
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INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

To: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

From: Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 

Subject: Consideration of Employment for Dylan Neufeld 

Date: August 28, 2023 

In compliance with the City Charter Article X, Section 10.01 A, we are requesting from the City Council 

approval to consider for employment the following individual: Dylan Neufeld, who is related to an employee 

of the City, James Neufeld, who is a Paid-on-Call Lieutenant. 

The Fire Department has followed all City policies and procedures in establishing an eligibility list of qualified 

candidates.  This includes advertising in the local newspapers, posting on websites and on social media, 

distribution of job announcements at Farmington Public Schools and Oakland County Community College. 

A thorough investigation of the applicant's credentials and a personal interview were conducted.  Providing 

applicants are equally qualified, residents receive preference for employment opportunities. 

Occasionally we have some difficulty finding qualified applicants for part-time positions because they may 

require certain qualifications or specialized training/certification and the work hours typically include nights 

and/or weekends. Therefore, in view of meeting the established criteria and being the most qualified applicant, 

the Fire Department respectfully requests the City Council's approval of Dylan Neufeld. 

Name: Dylan Neufeld 

Position Applied For: Paid-on-Call Firefighter/Recruit 

Date Position Posted:  April 2023 Open Until:  June 2, 2023 

Salary: $10.90/hr 

Relationship: Dylan Neufeld is the son of James Neufeld, who is employed in the Administration 

Bureau at the Farmington Hills Fire Department. 

Justification: Dylan Neufeld is the most qualified applicant and is available to begin work 

immediately. 

Prepared by: Kelly Kitchen, Administrative Assistant to the Fire Chief 

Authorized by: Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 

Approved by: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 
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INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
To: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 

 

From: Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 

 

Subject: Consideration of Employment for Aidan Pankow 

 

Date: August 28, 2023 

 

In compliance with the City Charter Article X, Section 10.01 A, we are requesting from the City Council 

approval to consider for employment the following individual: Aidan Pankow, who is related to an 

employee of the City, Brian Pankow, who is a Staff Lieutenant in Administration. 

 

The Fire Department has followed all City policies and procedures in establishing an eligibility list of 

qualified candidates.  This includes advertising in the local newspapers, posting on websites and on social 

media, distribution of job announcements at Farmington Public Schools and Oakland County Community 

College.  A thorough investigation of the applicant's credentials and a personal interview were conducted.  

Providing applicants are equally qualified, residents receive preference for employment opportunities. 

 

Occasionally we have some difficulty finding qualified applicants for part-time positions because they 

may require certain qualifications or specialized training/certification and the work hours typically 

include nights and/or weekends. Therefore, in view of meeting the established criteria and being the most 

qualified applicant, the Fire Department respectfully requests the City Council's approval of Aidan 

Pankow. 

 

Name: Aidan Pankow 

 

Position Applied For: Paid-on-Call Firefighter/Recruit 

 

Date Position Posted:  April 2023   Open Until:  June 2, 2023 

 

Salary: $10.90/hr 

 

Relationship: Aidan Pankow is the son of Brian Pankow, who is employed in the Administrative 

Division at the Farmington Hills Fire Department. 

 

Justification: Aidan Pankow is the most qualified applicant and is available to begin work immediately. 

 

 

Prepared by: Kelly Kitchen, Administrative Assistant to the Fire Chief 

 

Authorized by: Jon Unruh, Fire Chief 

      

Approved by: Gary Mekjian, City Manager 



 MEETING MINUTES 
FARMINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL 

FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL

Maxfield Education Center
32789 W. Ten Mile

Farmington, Michigan
Tuesday, August 8, 2023

6:45 pm

The special meeting with the Farmington and Farmington Hills City Councils and Farmington 
Public Schools’ Board of Education was called to order by President Cheryl Blau at 6:46 p.m.

President Blau welcomed everyone to the meeting, and each respective entity introduced the
Board members, Councilmembers, administrators, and city staff who were present.

Present at the meeting:
Farmington Board of Education Members: President Cheryl Blau, Vice President Claudia
Heinrich, Secretary Zach Rich, Treasurer Terri Weems, Trustees Mable Fox, Angie Smith, and
Donald Walker.

Absent: None

Other Farmington Public Schools’ Representatives: Chris Delgado, Superintendent; Kelly
Coffin, Assistant Superintendent, Innovation and Strategic Projects; Diane Bauman, Director of
School/Community Relations and Pupil Accounting; Jon Barth, Director of Facilities
Management; Cathy Staran, Executive Assistant

Farmington Hills City Council: Mayor Vicki Barnett, Mayor Pro-Tem Randy Bruce,
Councilmembers Michael Bridges, Jackie Boleware, Valerie Knol, and Ken Massey

Absent: Councilmember Mary Newlin

Other Farmington Hills City Officials: Jeff King, Chief of Police; Gary Mekjian, City Manager;
Pam Smith, City Clerk; Carly Lindhal, Deputy City Clerk; Steve Joppich, City Attorney; Vickie
Sullen-Winn, Director of Communications and Community Engagement.

Farmington City Council: Mayor Sara Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem Joe LaRussa,
Councilmembers Johnna Balk, and Steven Schneemann

Absent: Councilmember Maria Taylor

Other City of Farmington Officials: Bob Houhanisin, Director of Public Safety; David Murphy,
City Manager; Mary Mullison, City Clerk

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Public comments were shared.

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ UPDATE

Joint Meeting Minutes of the Farmington Board of Education Page 1 of 3
and Cities of Farmington and Farmington Hills
August 8, 2023



Superintendent Chris Delgado reported that during the summer, the school district is busy with
various educational programs, including ESY (Extended School Year) for special education
students, summer school, and educational camps. This time is also used for reviewing,
evaluating, and planning for the upcoming school year, including conducting program
evaluations, analyzing academic achievement results, and aligning funding with intervention
programs and staff training. Additionally, the district has added Math & Literacy positions at the
elementary and middle levels, Targeted Tutoring programs, and specialized summer training for
teachers in literacy interventions.

The District’s focus areas include safety, security, infrastructure enhancements and training,
Bond upgrades to buildings, K-2 Foundational Literacy, K-12 Multi-Tiered Systems of Support,
Vision & Mission alignment with Lifelong Learner Profile, marketing and rebranding campaign
(partnership opportunity with Cities), D.E.I. efforts encompassing hiring practices, curricular
resources, and feedback loops, and re-imagining High School.

Our graduates are promised to embody the District’s Vision, Mission, and Profile of a Lifelong
Learner.

Dr. Delgado suggested ways for the cities to support schools: continue and expand School
Resource Officers, aid homeless and impoverished families, connect students to internships and
jobs, and maintain and grow Oakland Community College. He also encouraged volunteering as
a tutor, especially literacy/numeracy support, eliminating construction project “red tape,”
attending public school events, and speaking positively about schools as an Ambassador.

CITY OF FARMINGTON UPDATE

Mayor Sara Bowman provided an update for the City of Farmington, sharing that Farmington is
a strong community with over 11,000 residents and 2.7 square miles. Many new homes are
being built to bring new families to the community. For example, the Liberty Hill subdivision has
sold all 14 newly constructed houses. The Maxfield Training Center will be redeveloped into 53
condos, and the American Legion building on the Grand River will be redeveloped into 32
high-end luxury townhomes.

In addition to housing growth, new businesses have moved into Farmington, including Bob’s Big
Boy, LaPecora Nera Italian Deli, Cannelle Patisserie, Kymi Greek Grill, and Savvy Sliders, to
name a few. Also, coffee shops like Ground Control Roasters, Apothecary Espresso & Coffee,
and nail salons have opened up in the community. The Blue Hat Coffee, Heights Brewery, and
Taques Bar and Grill will come soon.

The City has plans to celebrate its Bicentennial in 2024.

The Mayor discussed The Hawk's Makerspace, where community members and students can
create their products.

Two city council members are employed at Oakland Community College, which offers Police
Academy and Apprenticeship Programs. Additionally, Michigan Reconnect Program provides
scholarships that cover in-district community college tuition.

Joint Meeting Minutes of the Farmington Board of Education Page 2 of 3
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Director Bob Houhanisin of the Public Safety Department discussed School Resource Officers
(SRO). Rotating officers will temporarily replace the Farmington High School SRO until the
officer returns in January.

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS UPDATE

Mayor Vicki Barnett announced that the City of Farmington Hills had hired Vickie Sullen-Winn as
the Communications Director. The director will handle all communications from the City and
explore potential partnerships with schools. LaToya Harvey was selected as the Director of
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Employee Development. Her goal is to ensure that the staff
reflects the community's diversity.

The City is updating its master plan, with improvements to the Grand River Corridor and
collaboration with West Bloomfield on the Orchard Lake Rd and 14 Mile Rd area. The Gateway
will be redeveloped with high-end apartments, Smart Bus transportation directly to Detroit, and a
transportation hub. Parks & Recreation is upgrading facilities like the Spicer House while
following Historic Guidelines. The City aims to maximize building use.

The City is working to provide high-speed, full-service broadband internet at low or no cost
within Farmington Hills and Farmington.

Mayor Barnett discussed The Hawk's Makerspace, which offers students and community
members tools for creating products, job training, and business resources.

Chief Jeff King of Farmington Hills Police Department discussed the T.E.A.M. training that all
School Resource Officers must complete. The training focuses on promoting responsible
citizenship, making schools and communities safer, and teaching students about school
violence, bullying, harassment, and safety. Officers who complete the training can teach the
T.E.A.M. curriculum to students. This program helps to build a stronger relationship between law
enforcement and students. Additionally, FHPD is fully staffed and is considering adding
additional School Resource Officers for the schools. FHPD also provides active assailant
training to the school district and area businesses.

The three entities discussed supporting each other's initiatives and opportunities for overlap. For
example, a united voice between FPS, the City of Farmington, and the City of Farmington Hills
could have a more significant impact on addressing extended power outages with DTE. Other
areas of overlap included school safety, crisis response, shared communications, and Oakland
Community College.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

_____________________________
Respectfully submitted by:

Zach Rich
Secretary, Board of Education
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DRAFT 

MINUTES 

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBER 

AUGUST 14, 2023 – 7:30 PM 

 

The regular session meeting of the Farmington Hills City Council was called to order by Mayor Barnett at 

7:32pm.  

 

Council Members Present: Barnett, Boleware, Bruce, Knol, Massey and Newlin  

 

Council Members Absent: Bridges 

 

Others Present: City Manager Mekjian, Deputy City Clerk Lindahl, Assistant City 

Manager Valentine, Directors Aranowski, Brown, Kettler-Schmult, 

Mondora, Schnackel and Skrobola, Fire Chief Unruh and City Attorney 

Joppich 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Barnett led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

APPROVAL OF REGULAR SESSION MEETING AGENDA 

MOTION by Massey, support by Bruce, to approve the agenda as published.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The following correspondence was acknowledged: 

• Emails received regarding the joint meeting with Farmington Public Schools  

• Emails received regarding landscaping issues at a water main project site   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, to approve the consent agenda as read.   

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   

 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

Pam Gerald, resident, thanked Police Chief King and Councilmembers for attending a town hall meeting 

on gun violence at the Southfield Pavilion on July 31st where they listened to the public speak on how to 

reduce gun violence.  She added that there will be a series of townhall meetings forthcoming.  

 

Angie Smith, resident and School Board Member, thanked City Council and administration for attending 

the meeting with Farmington Public Schools and apologized for the format of the meeting.  
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She commented on how important the cooperation between the city and schools is and how it is crucial to 

the success of the community.  

 

Mikki Godfrey, resident, expressed concerns with the zoning department on recent code violations she 

had received and issues she was having with the process in which to file an application for a variance with 

the City.   

 

Mayor Barnett asked Director Kettler-Schmult to speak with the resident and requested that city staff 

update council on this issue.  

 

Phil Mintz, resident, thanked Director Brown for the update on the job application he submitted with the 

city, however, he expressed frustration and concern with how long it took the city to respond to his 

applications for jobs that had immediate openings.   

 

Iskcon Temple members invited City Council, staff and residents to their two upcoming events: 

Community Color Festival on August 26th and annual festival September 6th through the 10th.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The following Councilmember comments or announcements were made: 

• Congratulations to Rachel Timlin on being selected for the Michigan Arts and Culture Council 

Rising Leaders program.  

• Thank you to Assistant City Manager Valentine for his service to the city and congratulations on 

his new position.  

 

CITY MANAGER UPDATE 

City Manager Mekjian provided an update on the following: 

• City Open House will be held on October 8th from Noon – 3:00pm   

• The Police Department has added a “What to do when stopped by the Police” to the city’s 

website. 

• Recognized Assistant City Manager Valentine for his professionalism, friendship and service to 

the residents of the city. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF RESCHEDULING THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 25, 2023 TO SEPTEMBER 18, 2023. 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

reschedules the regular City Council meeting of September 25, 2023 to September 18, 2023.   

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
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RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF PURCHASE OF CHEMICALS FOR POOLS AND SPLASH 

PAD TO TOWN AND COUNTRY POOLS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000. CMR 8-23-93 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

waives the sealed bid process & authorizes the City Manager to issue a purchase order for 

purchasing sole source bulk liquid chemicals for pools and splash pads to Town and Country 

Pools, Inc, in the amount of $20,000. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR NEW PATROL RIFLE SYSTEMS 

FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO ACME SPORTS INC. IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT 

OF $409,000. CMR 8-23-94 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to issue a purchase order to Acme Sports Inc. in the estimated 

amount of $409,000.00.  Funding for this purchase is covered under the 2023-2024 CIP Budget. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID FOR THE 2023 PAVEMENT MARKING 

PROGRAM TO PK CONTRACTING, LLC IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $370,000 PER 

YEAR, WITH POSSIBLE EXTENSIONS. CMR 8-23-95 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to approve the required contract and purchase orders to PK 

Contracting, LLC for the 2023 Pavement Marking Program in the amount not-to-exceed 

$370,000 per year with one or more administration approved extensions not-to-exceed a total of 

four (4) additional years. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL PURCHASE OF FLEET VEHICLES WITH LUNGHAMER 

FORD FOR FOUR VEHICLES IN THE AMOUNT OF $181,734, BERGER CHEVROLET FOR 
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TWO VEHICLES IN THE AMOUNT OF $73,992, AND TODD WENZEL BUICK GMC FOR 

SEVEN VEHICLES IN THE AMOUNT OF $309,274. CMR 8-23-96 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorize the City Manager to issue purchase order(s) as follows: 

 

1) To Lunghamer Ford for four (4) vehicles in the amount of $181,734 

2) To Berger Chevrolet for two (2) vehicles in the amount of $73,992 

3) To Todd Wenzel Buick GMC for seven (7) vehicles in the amount of $309,274 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF PAYMENT FOR EMERGENCY REPAIR OF 1ST FLOOR 

PLUMBING AT THE HAWK TO GUARDIAN PLUMBING IN THE AMOUNT OF $24,000. 

CMR 8-23-97 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes payment to Guardian Plumbing, for emergency repairs of the 1st floor plumbing issue 

at The Hawk, in the amount of $24,000 ($19,765 plus an estimated $4,235 for additional 

replacement costs which will not be known until the pipe is excavated). 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AWARD OF ANNUAL TESTING FOR THE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT APPARATUS TO NATIONAL HOSE TESTING SPECIALTIES IN THE 

ESTIMATED ANNUAL AMOUNT OF $13,000 FOR FISCAL YEARS 2023 AND 2024. CMR 8-

23-98 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to approve all budgeted purchase orders for the purpose of testing 

the Fire Department apparatus to National Hose Testing Specialties located in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan in the estimate annual amount of $13,000.00 for the fiscal years 2023 and 2024. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
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RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WITH 

TECHNICAL PROFESSIONAL AND OFFICEWORKERS ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN 

(TPOAM). CMR 8-23-99 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager and the Assistant City Manager to execute a new agreement with 

Technical Professional and Officeworkers Association of Michigan (TPOAM), in accordance 

with the terms and conditions in the Tentative Settlement Agreement ratified by the parties and 

outlined herein, being City Manager’s Report dated August 14, 2023. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE 2024 AUTO THEFT PREVENTION ACT (ATPA) 

SUBRECIPIENT AGREEMENT WITH OAKLAND COUNTY. CMR 8-23-100 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City to execute the Oakland County Auto Theft Program Subrecipient Agreement 

and any associated documents or agreements. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT FOR CONSULTING SERVICES FOR 

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID AUDIT WITH DIGITECH COMPUTER LLC IN AN AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $35,000. CMR 8-23-101 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

authorizes the City Manager to sign an agreement and approve a purchase order with Digitech 

Computer LLC, to provide Consulting Services to manage the GADCS reporting process for the 

City of Farmington Hills, in an amount not to exceed $35,000. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER 

TM-108-2023 TO PROHIBIT LEFT TURNS FROM EASTBOUND 10 MILE ROAD TO 

NORTHBOUND RAPHAEL ROAD. CMR 8-23-102 
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MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

adopts Traffic Control Order TM-108-2023 which prohibits left turns from eastbound 10 Mile 

Road to northbound Raphael Road from 7:45 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and from 2:45 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

on school days only.    

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR THE ISKON TEMPLE 

COMMUNITY COLOR FESTIVAL TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 2023. 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves a Special Event Permit for the Iskcon Temple Community Color Festival of to be held 

on Saturday, August 26, 2023 from 4:00pm to 10:00pm, subject to the following terms and 

conditions: 

 

▪ There shall be no parking within 20’ of any tent and the west drive shall remain clear 

from Grand River to Lochdale for emergency vehicles 

▪ Egress from the facility shall not be restricted 

▪ Fire lanes shall not be blocked or restricted 

a. Temporary “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” signs shall be put up along Lochdale 

and Independence Office Drive on 8/26/23 

▪ Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents  

▪ Proponent must contact Fire Prevention to schedule an inspection prior to beginning the 

event 

▪ Event shall comply with minimum Fire Prevention requirements 

▪ The applicant is expecting 500 people to attend the event which will be open to the 

general public 

▪ All three entrances will be open for emergency vehicles in case the need arises 

▪ The applicant has not asked for assistance from the Police Department at this time 

▪ Iskcon Temple has received permission from Middela LLC to use their two parking lots 

for visitors  

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR THE ISKON TEMPLE 

ANNUAL FESTIVAL TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 THROUGH 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2023. 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves a Special Event Permit for the Iskcon Temple Annual Festival of the birth of Lord 
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Krishna to be held on Wednesday, September 6, 2023 through Sunday, September 10, 2023 from 

2:00pm to 10:00pm, subject to the following terms and conditions: 

 

▪ There shall be no parking within 20’ of any tent and the west drive shall remain clear 

from Grand River to Lochdale for emergency vehicles 

▪ Egress from the facility shall not be restricted 

▪ Fire lanes shall not be blocked or restricted 

a. Temporary “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” signs shall be put up along Lochdale 

and Independence Office Drive from 9/6/23 to 9/10/23 

▪ Cooking/open flame devices shall not be used under tents  

▪ Proponent must contact Fire Prevention to schedule an inspection prior to beginning the 

event 

▪ Event shall comply with minimum Fire Prevention requirements 

▪ A certification letter from the supplier or an electrical permit with final inspection is 

required  

▪ There will be a stage setup for live music and the applicant was advised about loud music 

local ordinance 

▪ The applicant is expecting 500 people to attend the event which will be open to the public 

▪ The applicant has not asked for assistance from the Police Department 

▪ Iskcon Temple has received permission from Middela LLC to use their two parking lots 

for visitors  

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT UNDER SECTION 

10.01A OF THE CITY CHARTER FOR A THEATRE AV TECH ASSISTANT. 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves the request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Charter for Aidan 

Hawkins as a Theatre AV Tech Assistant in the Special Services Department. Aidan is the son of 

Lindsay Janoch who is employed in the Cultural Arts Division of the Special Services 

Department. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF A REQUEST FOR EMPLOYMENT UNDER SECTION 

10.01A OF THE CITY CHARTER FOR A HAWK’S NEST AIDE. 

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves the request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City Charter for Nylah 
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Stringfellow as a Hawk’s Nest Aide in the Special Services Department. Nylah is the daughter of 

Shontae Stringfellow who is employed in the Treasury Division of the Finance Department. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   
 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

OF JULY 24, 2023.  

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves the study session meeting minutes of July 24, 2023.  

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   

 

RECOMMENDED APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

MINUTES OF JULY 24, 2023.  

MOTION by Boleware, support by Newlin, that the City Council of Farmington Hills hereby 

approves the regular session meeting minutes of July 24, 2023.  

 

Roll Call Vote:  

    Yeas: BARNETT, BOLEWARE, BRUCE, KNOL, MASSEY AND NEWLIN  

 Nays:  NONE 

 Absent: BRIDGES 

Abstentions: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.   

 

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

There were no additions to the agenda. 

 

ADJOURNMENT   

MOTION by Bruce, support by Knol, to adjourn the regular session City Council meeting at 

8:03pm.       

 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0.  

        Respectfully submitted,   

           
        Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk 
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