
Assessors Office  (248)   871-2470 

                                                                                    
   Fax (248) 871-2471                                                                                                                                           

   

 
 

 

 

31555 Eleven Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48336-1165 

 

Fourth Meeting of the March Board of Review 

 

March 10, 2021 1:00PM via Zoom 

 

Members Present: Michael Crew (Farmington Hills), Shaun Toupin (Farmington Hills), and Paul 

Wolfert (Farmington Hills) 

 

Also in Attendance: Matthew A. Dingman, City Assessor (as Board Secretary) and Jane Vivyan, 

Appraiser (as Zoom Coordinator) 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

 

Roll Call 

 

Public Comment - None 

 

22. 23-06-429-021 – Biggs Sr – Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. Member 

Toupin asked about the terms of the sale from 2018. It was listed but it was not from a bank. 

Member Toupin asked if the basement was finished. It is finished but not a walkout. The 

assessed value has gone through the roof in the last 3 years. When they bought the house the 

taxes were $3400 and now they are $5700. They are also concerned about the assessed value 

increase as it went up from 127,320 to 150,880. Secretary Dingman explained how the 

assessments are determined. 

 

Motion by Toupin to deny based on lack of market evidence and supporting sales. Second by 

Crew 

 

Yeas: Wolfert, Toupin, Crew 

Nays: None 

 

Motion carried 3-0 

 

23. 23-23-127-005 – Lott/Schriedel – Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. 

Petitioner submitted written evidence asking for a 50% reduction in taxable value due to noise 

pollution from the neighboring properties. 

 

Motion by Member Toupin to deny based on lack of market evidence. Second by Crew. 

 

Yeas: Wolfert, Toupin, Crew 

Nays: None 
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Motion carried 3-0 

 

24. 23-07-227-022 – Patel – Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. Member 

Toupin asked about the basement. It is half finished but not a walkout. He noticed recently the 

price of homes in his area and feels his value is not worth it. His house has not been updated. 

Member Toupin asked what he feels the house is worth. He states it is worth $350,000. He 

thinks the school system is causing the market value to go down.  

 

 

Motion by Toupin to deny based on lack of market evidence and comparable sales. Second by 

Wolfert. 

 

Yeas: Wolfert, Toupin, Crew 

Nays: None 

 

Motion carried 3-0 

 

25. 23-09-257-016 – Subramanian – Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. 

Member Toupin asked about the certificate of occupancy. He said it was 2019. Member 

Toupin asked about any improvements after sale. He said it was minimal landscaping and a 

patio in the back. Member Toupin asked about the basement. It is not finished and not a 

walkout. Member Toupin asked about his contract price. He said it was $389,000. Petitioner 

created a power point presentation. His argument is that the new subdivision is located within 

older subdivisions. He could not make an apple to apple comparison as there are few new 

construction like his. He used statistical analysis to determine the value of the property. He 

created a regression analysis model based on the 2020 assessed value divided by the 2020 

taxable value. He is not receiving services equal to the premium he is paying in taxes due to 

the location within the neighborhood. 

 

Motion by Toupin to deny based on lack of market evidence and the regression analysis is 

flawed under statute requirements for calculation of taxable value of new construction. 

Second by Wolfert. 

 

Yeas: Crew, Toupin, Wolfert 

Nays: None 

 

Motion carried 3-0 

 

26. 23-06-100-111 – Beauchamp – Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. Member 

Toupin asked if the basement was finished. The basement walls are painted, but there is no 

carpet or drywall. Member Toupin asked if the property was listed. It was a “for sale by 

owner”. Their house in Tecumseh sold quickly and they needed to find something. Member 
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Toupin asked what she thought it was worth. She feels that no one would buy it right now. 

There is no insulation in this place. Cold air blows right through the outlets. All of the ceilings 

have cracked, likely because it had the heat and water turned off. She understands how the cap 

comes off but does not feel that she could sell it for $144,000 if she was honest with them. 

Maybe she could sell it for $130,000. 

 

Motion by Toupin to deny back on lack of market evidence. Second by Wolfert. 

 

Yeas: Wolfert, Crew, Toupin 

Nays: None 

 

Motion carried 3-0 

 

Motion by Crew to accept the assessor’s recommendations of personal property petitions 613-

615. Second by Wolfert. 

 

Yeas: Wolfert, Crew, Toupin 

Nays: None 

 

Motion carried 3-0 

 

 

Adjourned afternoon session at 4:27 PM 

 

Evening session began at 6:00PM 

 

27. 23-22-326-018 - Cancelled 

28. 23-31-130-012 – Jabrane – Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. Member 

Toupin asked if the basement was finished. He stated it is finished but it is not a walkout. 

Member Toupin asked about the sale from 2019. The house was listed by an agent on MLS 

but it was bank owned. Member Toupin asked about the condition of the property at the time 

of sale. He said it was in horrible condition. It was listed for $350,000. He watched it and it 

kept dropping and he bought it for $295,000. The appraisal came in at $315,000. There was a 

leak in the basement and they notified the seller’s agent. The water line from the fridge was 

also leaking. The bathrooms were not updated. There was wallpaper everywhere and he has 

had trouble removing it. The garage door was not working and the gutter in the back failed 

and caused rotting to the facia. The deck was in bad condition and he cleaned it and painted it. 

The grandkids of the owner got control of the house and really trashed it. Even his agent 

warned him against purchasing it because of the amount of work that is needed. The windows 

need to be replaced and so does the roof. He made quick repairs, but both need to be replaced. 

The inspector said that the furnace has cracked heat exchangers which will require being 
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replaced. He doubts that he could get even $360,000 to $370,000 if he tried to sell it. Member 

Toupin asked if there were any improvements done since purchase.   

 

Motion by Wolfert to reduce to $345,000 based on appraisal, comparables, and condition. 

Second by Crew. 

 

Yeas: Wolfert, Crew, Toupin 

Nays: None 

 

Motion carried 3-0 

 

29. 23-06-203-001 -  Crutcher –  Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. Member 

Toupin asked about the terms of the sale in 2019. It was not a foreclosure. Member Toupin 

asked the condition of the property. There was wood rotting on the outside and the carpet 

needed to be replaced. The ventilation was never cleaned so the carpet was black. Member 

Toupin asked about the basement. It is partially finished but is not a walkout. Member Wolfert 

asked about the updates. They put in new carpet and hardwood, painted all the rooms, 

replaced the outlets, and switched the fan for a microwave, and all new doors. They put in a 

heating wire to prevent ice damming. They still need to replace the porch and the sprinkler 

system. Member Toupin asked what they feel the value of the home is today. He stated that it 

is worth around $400,000. They wanted to discuss the taxes on the property. They know how 

the taxable value goes up the year after the sale. They know they purchased on the lower end 

of the range. The jump was very extreme. 

 

Motion by Toupin to reduce to deny based on comparable sales. Second by Crew. 

 

Yeas: Crew, Toupin, Wolfert 

Nays: None 

 

Motion carried 3-0 

 

30. 23-35-153-008 – Qu – Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. Member Toupin 

asked if this was a rental. It was transferred to her by her sister. The house has structural 

damage with many holes and the windows need to be replaced. It is only one bedroom which 

has leaks. It is dangerous and no one can live in it. It currently has no water and no gas or 

electric. It was listed in the summer for six months with no offers at $155,000. She would like 

an adjustment.  

 

Motion by Toupin to reduce to $90,000 based on condition. Second by Wolfert. 

 

Yeas: Crew, Toupin, Wolfert 

Nays: None 
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Motion carried 3-0 

 

31. 23-08-304-018 – Konja – Chairperson Crew read the summary of the property. Member 

Toupin asked if he is the original owner. He stated he is the original owner. Member Toupin 

asked if the basement was a walkout. He stated it is a walkout and it is unfinished. He 

submitted a slideshow presentation of the history of his property value. He included a 

spreadsheet of his property along with other properties as close to his as possible. Several of 

the properties were valued less in 2021 than in 2020 which indicates the value declining for 

houses like his. The average assessed value per square foot is $75 per square foot versus his of 

$89 per square foot. The average sale price was around $543,000. He is requesting a 

downward adjustment on his property rather than the increase. The information is all from the 

city’s website. Several of these properties have finished basements where his does not. 

 

Motion by Toupin to deny based on market sales and adjustment to petitioner’s comparables 

for difference in age. Second by Crew. 

 

Yeas: Crew, Wolfert, Toupin 

Nays: None 

 

Motion carried 3-0 

 

Adjourned evening session at 9:00PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 












